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NEXT MEETING: September 22, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m. in the court room of the municipal building
VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK
MINUTES OF THE GREEN TEAM
August 25, 2022 
Leslie Olson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were: Veronica Leone, Janet Malool, Leslie Olson, Dennise Santana, Nicole Terrarosa, Rita Raftery, Dyan Thiemann.  Absent:  Diane Mancini, Berlinda Rodriguez,  Ex Officio Members.  Excused: Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Daniele Fede, Christopher Gibbons, Janet Harris,  Daniel Raftery, Gloria Rivera. No guests present. 
The minutes of the April 21, 2022, meeting were approved on a motion by Leslie Olson and seconded by Dennise Santana.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of bills:
PO#49133 – $281.84 – Leslie Olson – Native Plants for Town Gardens, Pollinator Garden Plots at Fellowship & DPW

PO#49168 – $314.00 – Leslie Olson – Terracycle Waste Box for Middle School Civics Class

PO#49169 – $  56.92 – Behnke’s Paramus Building Supply – Two MCA 2 x 10 Treated Syp

PO#49395 – $171.84 – This & That Hardware – 6 Recycling Containers for Middle School, Screws, Refuse Container 

Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
Correspondence: 
· Email dated 5/28/22 from Nicole Terrarosa Re: NJ giving out $2.4M to reduce litter
· Email dated 6/4/22 from Hannah Ferrer  Re:  Recycling bins in the parks in towns
· Copy of email dated 6/14/22 from Leslie Olson to Commissioner Portorreal Re: Pollinator Garden on Park Street
· Email dated 7/19/22 from Planning Board Re:  Application from 64 Challenger, LLC, to construct a mixed used 600 residential with retail building at 64 Challenger Road.  Comments due by 8/9/22. Hearing 8/15/22.
· Email dated 7/26/22 from Tara Grunstra, Maywood Green Team  Re:  Green Fair Invitation 10/15/22
Leslie Olson invited her to have a table at the Green Fair on 9/24
· Email dated 7/20/22 from Hristo Dzhendov Re;  Pick up of clothing on 9/24 Swap & Shop event
· Email dated 8/3/22 from Anthony J. Salimbene  Re:  Interested in joining GT
· Memo dated 8/15/22 from Tara O’Grady  Re:  Newsletter Deadline 8/22/22
Reports: 
Financial: Nothing new to report.
Recycling – Plastic Bags & EPS:  The volunteers have noticed a drop in the amount of plastic bags collected in some spots.  There is a problem with the drop-off of bags to Englewood because the collections are being exposed to the elements.
Public Arts Master Plan: The Planning Board voted on the Village’s Master Plan on April 4. The Public Arts element in the Master Plan is now approved.  The Master Plan is on the village website.
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/home/pages/village-master-adopted-442022-housing-plans  (page 88 Public Art).  Next year the GT will be able to submit for Creative Placemaking Plan.
Bergen Hub: No meetings lately.  They have had conversations about the spotted lanternfly and Styrofoam.
Sustainable Jersey:  The application will be submitted with a total of 375 points in round 2 of the certification process.
Old Business:  
Newsletter:  The GT submitted a few articles for the newsletter on topics such as paper shredding and hard plastic collection and added donate box of cereal for food pantry.  Also submitted was information on the health fair and blood drive as well as an article explaining what the GT is.
Sustainable Jersey: The GT will submit the application on 8/28/22 for the second round of the certification process. The welcome guide should be fine now.  Leslie will fix the Buy Fresh, Buy Local action.  The Environment Commission action was fixed as well.
The GT spoke about sending the welcome guide to new kindergarten parents.  Dennise will send it to the schools annually.  Discussion was had about possibly buying 50 recycle bins and give to new residents with info tucked into the bin.  This will be discussed further at another meeting.
Upcoming Events: 
Upcoming GT Events:

· Street Fair – September 17 – members were encouraged to sign up for a shift to man a table.
· Have flyer advertising upcoming GT events
· Recycle Center map
· Health Fair/Blood Drive flyer
· Welcome Guide
· Sign-up Sheet for GT
· Sustainable You Challenge
· Promote not buying anything new for a week at Street Fair 9/17 and then come back to the Green Fair on 9/24 and tell us how you did
· Open Mic night at library – September 23 – advertise Green Fair/Clothing Swap and Health Fair/Blood Drive – possibly use A-frame sign
· Annual Green Fair and Clothing Swap – September 24 (Raindate September 25) review what is needed
· Volunteers still needed 
· 8:00 a.m. – all volunteers welcome to set up
· Zing will stop by with their mobile set-up of coffee, drinks from 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

· Janet Malool will reach out to the high school for student volunteers

· Need to borrow clothing racks

· Janet will check with former owners of Rainbow Cleaners

· Ask moving company about borrowing clothing boxes

· Ask RP Moms if any are available to borrow?

· Use name tags

· Three towns invited to display educational tables 

· GT to host table to make bag from t-shirts

· Leslie will have banner updated

· Give Harry Menta copy of flyers
· Greg will handle Materials Reuse section
· Health Fair/Blood Drive – October 1 @ K of C – 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
· Volunteers still needed

· Set-up will now begin at 7:00 a.m. because K of C not available day before

· Promote donors for blood drive – must meet minimum sign-ups
· Need drinks/light snacks for events.  Leslie will provide light snacks, coffee.  Diamond Rock is donating three cases of water.
September
· Friday Evening, September 23rd – 6 -9 pm – Word On The Street Open Mic Night and Book Sale. Ridgefield Park Public Library, 107 Cedar Street 
· Saturday, September 24th – 11am – 3pm – Annual Green Fair, Swap N’ Shop and Materials Reuse Event. Brewster Park, 50 Main Street. (Rain Date September 25th)
· Friday, September 30th – noon – 5pm – Lincoln Elementary School “Meet Me in Paris” Tricky Tray Walk through event.  $15 entrance fee.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit the RP Woman’s Club – in addition to the much-needed funds for Lincoln School.  Drawings will be streamed live online and winners will be contacted.  Knights of Columbus, 106 Bergen Avenue.
October
· Wednesday, October 5th – 7:30pm – PAC meeting at civic center
· Saturday, October 1st 9am – 2pm – Health Fair and Blood Drive. Sponsored by the Ridgefield Park Green Team together with St. Francis and the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court 2271. Knights of Columbus, 106 Bergen Avenue.
· Saturday, October 29 11am – 1:30pm – Rag-A-Muffin Parade. Euclid Avenue & Hobart Street.
November & December
· Saturday, November 5th 10am – 4pm – Ridgefield Park Arts Association Holiday Market. Fellowship Park on Bergen Avenue 

· Saturday, November 12th 10am – 1pm – Paper Shredding Event and Hard Plastic Collection. DPW, 24 Industrial Avenue.  Bring a box of cereal for the food pantry.
· Monday, November 21st through Friday, December 9th   Festival of Wreaths. Ridgefield Park Public Library, 107 Cedar Street
· Sunday, December 4th – 5:30pm – Tree Lighting in front of municipal building
· Friday Evening, December 9th 7pm  - Wreath Extravaganza (when all wreath winners are announced).  Ridgefield Park Public Library, 107 Cedar Street
New Business:
· Sustainable You Challenge – street fair promotion
· Bring any extra holiday decorations you have to next meeting.
· Dennise worked with Leslie to make a Recycle Center map to put in the welcome guide
· Monthly Article Posted on GT site (June through December)
· Quick Review of SJ Actions that will expire in 2023
· TerraCycle box offer to Grammar schools

· Name change for Green Team 

· Commissioner Olson was present to discuss a possible name change that was mentioned to him.  A discussion was had on how it might be better to have a name that better explains the purpose of the GT.  The name Sustainable Ridgefield Park was suggested and a letter will be sent to the BOC advising of this request.  
· Commissioner Olson also requested a three-year plan that would have the GT reach gold status.

· Looking into bike racks on parking meters

· 16 electric vehicle charging stations will be installed in IGA and Cedar Street parking lots

A motion was made by Dennise Santana Morales and seconded by Nicole Terrarosa to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion.
The next meeting is scheduled for September 22, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the court room of the municipal building. 
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara DeLuca
Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson
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