

NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2022 AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER 13, 2022 VIA ZOOM
Chairman Stephen Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were: Stephen Quinn, Tammy Laverty, Lisa Rehm, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa.  Excused: Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Linda Quinn, Harry Menta.  Absent:  Gloria Rivera
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Lisa Rehm and seconded by Matt Graves to approve the June 14, 2022, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
PO#49878 – $ 73.53 – Crayon Initiative – Offsets expenses to manufacture and deliver crayons to pediatric patients

PO#49879 – $ 78.73 – Barbara DeLuca – shipping expenses for three boxes of recycled crayons

Correspondence:
· Email dated 6/27/22 from Tierney Johnson girl scout going for Gold Award from Ridgewood. Re: Bat Box Set-Up

· Steve will connect her with Joe D’Angelis

· Email dated 7/6/22 from Tara Gunstra, Maywood Green Team Re: Invitation from RP GT to 9/24/22 Green Fair

· Email dated 7/15/22 from Crayon Initiative Re:  Donation labels for three boxes of crayons

· Email dated 7/19/22 from PB Re: Comments on 64 Challenger, LLC application due by 8/9/22

· Email dated 7/25/22 from Crayon Initiative Re:  Receipt of box of crayons recycled into 60 new packs for children in hospitals

· Email dated 7/25/22 from Crayon Initiative Re:  Receipt of box of crayons recycled into 50 new packs for children in hospitals

· Email dated 7/25/22 from Crayon Initiative Re:  Receipt of box of crayons recycled into 55 new packs for children in hospitals

· Email dated 7/26/22 from Tara Gunstra, Maywood Green Team Re: Invitation to Maywood Green Fair 10/15/22

· Email dated 7/30/22 from Joe D’Angeli Re: Proposed Bat Walk in RP

· Email dated 7/31/22 from Joe D’Angeli Re: Bat Walk Scheduled on 8/12/22

· Email from Tara O’Grady Re:  Newsletter Deadline is August 22

· Email dated 8/1/22 from PB Re:  64 Challenger, LLC Application – reminder that comments due 8/9/22

· Email dated 8/2/22 from Mayor Anlian Re: Bat walk advertising

· Email dated 8/2/22 from Valibhav Shetty on behalf of Food & Water Watch Re:  Requesting letter from BOC to Gov. Murphy expressing concerns with the NJ Transit’s plan

· Email dated 8/14/22 from Green Team Re: Health Fair/Blood Drive on 10/1/22

· Email dated 8/15/22 from Cyn Ras Re:  Volunteering to Be Facebook Social Monitor
· Email dated 9/13/22 from Joe D’Angeli Re:  Bat Walk on Friday, 9/23/22 to kick-off Batstock event
Old Business:  
· Newsletter – think of articles for next newsletter – will be distributed around end of November

· 9/17/22 Street Fair Volunteers:

· 8-10 set-up Gloria Rivera

· 10-12 Lisa Rehm

· 12-2 Lisa Rehm, Harry Menta

Members will rearrange scheduling so the table is manned for the event.  Mark Olson said he can break down the table for Steve Quinn.

New Business:

Facebook: Cynthia Rasmussen responded to the request for a volunteer to run the Facebook page.  The EC will contact her and invite her to a meeting or to talk with Steve Quinn.
New Business: Founding of Ridgefield Park Nature Association

In order to generate enthusiasm and garner ownership on the Nature Preserve, the EC needs to create the Ridgefield Park Nature Association.  It would provide programs similar to some of the programs at Earth Day, walks through the Nature Preserve, flowers, etc.  Steve hopes to get a core group of real enthusiasts who would be willing to walk the trail, pull weeds and invasives and act as trail stewards.  

Programs at the Nature Preserve would be free to everyone.  

The EC needs to encourage people to walk and visit the trail.  If anyone has any ideas or thoughts, please send an email for all to read.  Steve Quinn will connect with Don Torino to discuss the NP further. 

· List of all those who have signed up for the RPNA at various EC events
· Send a welcoming message out to the all names on the lists after the next EC meeting - SQ will compose the message and it will be sent by 11/15/22 or two weeks before the first meeting. 
· Determine the RPNA first meeting date and place – Flyer will be made for first meeting.
· 11/29/22 is possible first date
· Discuss how one becomes a member
· To become a member, you would get involved in relating directly to the NP and talk about take part in about four work sessions (2 hours) per year to clear and remove invasive vegetation as you walk the trail.  If you do this, you become a full member.

· Determine how often the RPNA will meet
· This will be a division of the EC and will probably have monthly meetings (not in the summer) the last Tuesday of the month or perhaps every other month.  Meetings will be open to the public. At the meetings, there will be various talks, like the Tenafly Nature Center, for example, maybe every other month.  Some meetings might be scheduled at the NP.  

· Discuss and determine programs for the RPNA – birdwatching, history walks, for example
· Put dates of activities on initial invite to meeting 
· Plan Volunteer events for the RPNA

· Determine volunteer duties – not just work, participate in educational and fun activities as well
· Get prices for RPNA hats, t-shirts, and vests for RPNA TRAIL STEWARDS – khaki or dark green, circulate info
· Possible t-shirt or hat giveaway at opening
· determine role of the RPNA TRAIL STEWARDS and qualifications - and code of conduct
· give a pin for each year of volunteering
· Develop a logo for the RPNA – see if Michelle DeLuca is interested in this
· Plan how to get the word out about the RPNA - promotions and advertising – 

· Outreach efforts to create a membership base

· Formation of volunteer maintenance teams, schedule first clean-up
· Scheduling of maintenance work events
· EC members to do a 2-hr. clean-up at the NP sometime in October, possible 10/22 or 10/29
· Bring hedge clippers to clip weeds

· Possibly include community service students

· Once work is decided upon, some EC members could go during the week

· Safety equipment to be purchased for anyone working at NP – gloves, goggles

· Check with Mike Monroe about sheds
· Boardwalk cleanup asap – to be done now by EC members until RPNA is completed

· All educational labels will be in Braille as well.

· 2/3 of trail is ADA accessible

· Railing to be put on stone steps.

Still to be done for NP:
· EC to contact Bergen County Mosquito Commission regarding helicopter spraying of the Nature Preserve.

· Late fall reseeding of the wildflower beds in Nature Preserve

· Future programing ideas for Nature Preserve
· Tammy to look into butterfly program

· Matt to look into animal tracks
· Exhibit ideas for 2 kiosks at Nature Preserve entrances
· Weed identifier in kiosks
· Installing trail cameras in preserve
Steve advised that the contractor had been terminated because of lack of work.  The parking lot is done.  There are two advisors being used for assistance with planting and the town will be hiring a landscaper to clean up the property.  Once the beds are rototilled, the four beds will be reseeded.
Newsletters:  Think of articles for the next newsletter, which will be distributed sometime in the winter.
Steve urges anyone who is interested to write an article on anything environmental related as it pertains to RP for the Village newsletter.  It would be great if members could have something ready for future newsletters.  
The next regular meeting will be October 11, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in person at the lower level of the Civic Center.  Steve and Linda Quinn are unavailable that night.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Tammy Laverty adjourning the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.








Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca







Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner William Gerken

Info for zoom meetings: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75999621083?pwd=UlRpRXYxTU5tYUZCY0RSV0hab1J2QT09
Meeting ID: 759 9962 1083      Passcode: 3PsA19
Reminder to members:

Steve & Linda are away until 10/18

Lisa is away 10/20 – 10/27

