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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

October 20, 2022
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Hal Bomzer, Howie Jacobs, Gil Bell, Royce Morris, Melina Pope, Barbara Steiner, Bella Wagner.  Excused:  Mercedes Haines, Melinda Lugo, Mike Ruiz.  Al Ramirez was present as an invited guest to discuss travel basketball.
The minutes of the September 15, 2022, meeting were approved on a motion made by Hal Bomzer and seconded by Mike Ruiz.  All were in favor of the motion.
Correspondence: 
· Email dated 9/15/22 from Stephanie Tackach Re:  Grant School permit 11/21-3/23 6:00 p.m. – 10 p.m.
· Email dated 9/16/22 from Sharp Printing Re:  Big Mike’s t-shirts

· Email dated 9/17/22 from Kyle Long, RPSA Re: scheduled the 2 youngest age groups for 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. instead of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
· Email dated 9/19/22 from Howell Meyer  Re:  Rag-A-Muffin parade contract & invoice – 2 popcorn carts, DJ and magician

· Email dated 9/21/22 from Lancaster Archery Re:  Online ordering is now activated
· Email dated 9/29/22 from Personal Performance Management Re:  Setting up Zumba fundraiser event

· Email dated 10/5/22 from Kurban Ruzehajim, AFC Urgent Care Re:  Sponsorship and/or community involvement
· Email dated 10/7/22 from Sara Eichner and Alyssa Bemant, Hudson Access Project and Pratt SAVI – Re:  Survey on use of local waterways – forwarded to Chairman Stephen Quinn, RPEC and Commissioner Olson.
· Email dated 10/7/22 from Mayor Anlian Re: Forwarding email from Leo Leuci, Teacher of Choral Music, asking if the Royal Scarlet Chorus could perform at the tree lighting

· Email dated 10/16/22 from Howell Meyer Re: Tree Lighting invoice & contract – 4 characters, Dickens carolers
Al Ramirez was asked to attend the meeting to discuss the travel program.  This will be discussed before any other business so that he may get to his team’s practice by 8:00 p.m.

Girls’ 5/6 Travel Basketball Team –   Al Ramirez is coaching this team and was present at the meeting.  Practices are currently at Lincoln on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  He would like to practice on Mondays after Big Mike’s league ends of a slot is available for them.  Hal said until the Rec league starts on 11/12, Al can have Wednesday 7-9 pm at Roosevelt.  Al said he would need Lincoln for games sometime in January when they begin play in the league again.  He would need is January – March from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  He will be at Roosevelt on 11/15, 11/17 and 11/22.  

Al said the girls are playing for more than one team in addition to his team.  Some girls got hit too hard last year and some of the parents are concerned their daughters will be hurt.  There is one particular girl that plays at a much higher skill and there is concern for potential injury. It was suggested that the travel girls be instructed to try to help their friends improve, or maybe try a move they wouldn’t try on their travel team.  Hal will speak with all the coaches about controlling things better. The travel girls need to be split on all the teams.
Rankings need to be improved.  It did not help newer coaches who did not know who the travel players were.  Al will be at the draft to assist in making sure the rankings are fair.  If at the end of the night, the skill level is not fairly distributed, trades need to be made then before coaches leave the room.  Bella asked Al if he would work with her to improve the program this year.  She will take care of all the paperwork and scheduling and he can help keep the teams fair.  Diane pointed out that sometimes kids improve greatly during the season.  That is a good thing.  Parents need to understand that.

At this point, Hal introduced a new procedure for draft night, which was discussed.  The procedures are:
Recreation Basketball Procedures for Draft

1. Only head coaches permitted at draft.

2. Draft order will be back and forth procedure (1-6, 6-1, 1-6, 6-1 etc.)

3. Coach must pick their own child as the first person picked at their rating.

         EX. Player is 5, then coach must pick their child 1st pick

                Player is 4, then coach must pick their child as first 4, etc.

4. Travel players must be identified and evenly distributed among the teams in the division.

5. If a coach wants a certain assistant, the coach must draft the assistant’s child.

Trades can be made at the draft to “acquire” assistants provided all coaches agree and the competitive balance is not upset

6. At the end of the draft, the rating numbers must be consistent with the teams.

If not, changes must be made before draft is finalized.

7. Players can only be added to teams if there is a need, and it will not upset the competitive balance in the division.

These procedures are put in place to try and ensure a fair draft and a good experience for the players during the season.

Any coach (or coaches) that try to manipulate the draft to give their team an unfair advantage for the season may be excluded from postseason play.
A motion was made by Royce Morris and seconded by Gil Bell to accept the new procedures for draft.  All were in favor of the motion.
Wish Tree – Gifts will be due by December 14 this year to avoid rushing around so close to Christmas.  Email was sent to all principals to ask them to start getting their list together since they are already working on a list for Thanksgiving meal assistance for the Welfare Dept.
Tree Lighting – Tree lighting will take place on December 4 this year.  Mercedes confirmed Santa will be there.  She spoke with Howell Meyer and ordered: Snow Queen, Magic Snowman, Yellow Monster, Fire Dog and 4 Dickens carolers.
Mayor Anlian forwarded an email from the high school choral teacher asking if the Royal Scarlets Chorus could perform at the tree lighting. Commissioner Olson has a sound system to use for the night.  He will need to know who is performing so he has the proper equipment available.  Mercedes also spoke with the manager from 7-11 and Slurpees are ok. He also wanted to thank the Board of Rec members who keep the crowd controlled. 
A motion was made by Barbara Steiner and seconded by Hal Bomzer to have Robert Bannon, the high school chorus, the Dickens carolers, and two elves (or another holiday character instead of the dog and monster), Snow Queen, and Magic Snowman at the tree lighting.  All were in favor of the motion.
Holiday Display Contest – Contest will take place December 16-18 this year.  Prizes are in. Judging will be done same as last year where judges went out in their own cars sometime during the judging period and sent results to the Board.
Basketball – Registration was held in September and will be closing October 25.  Reminders were sent to last year’s players that did not register in September.  Evaluations will be scheduled for:  November 1 and 2. November 1 will be boys 3/4 and 5/6 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  November 2 will be all girls beginning at 6:30 p.m. and 7/8 boys 7:15 – 8:30 p.m.  Boys 7/8 tryouts will be held similar to Saturday Night Hoops tryouts. All available members are needed for evaluations. There will be a Division Head meeting at 7:30 p.m. on October 25 to go over coaches and number of teams in each division among other things.

The Board will reach out to past referees and scorers/timers to see if they are interested in working again this season.

There is a new online process for requesting use of the school facilities.  People requesting use of the school must be granted access to the program.  The school has listed Barbara DeLuca, Hal Bomzer and Al Ramirez as users so they are granted access to the calendar.
All travel team coaches, Al Ramirez, Deinde Otuyelu and Carlos Alvarez, were invited to tonight’s meeting to discuss their plans for the season.  They were also asked to bring their rosters so they may be shared with the coaches at the drafts.  There can be no more than two travel team players on each team. There was no response from Deinde and Carlos.
Mike Ruiz said that he works on Saturday so he doesn’t think he will be able to be a Division Head this year.  It was suggested that he take care of the paperwork and scheduling and get an assistant similar to what Bella is doing.  He will try to find someone who is available on Saturdays to help his division.

This year all referees must also submit to a background check or submit their IABBO proof that background checks were done.  This year Barbara DeLuca will be at the coach/referee meeting on Wednesday, November 30, and any coach/referee that has not responded to their invitation to a background check will have to do it before leaving the meeting.  
All coaches must be certified by December 31, 2022, or they will not be allowed to coach in January 2023.  All coaches must also follow the insurance requirements and watch the mandatory online videos for the protecting children and concussion policy protocol and send their certificate of completion to the Board as well.  Any coach not completing these requirements will not coach in January 2023.

Hal ordered a new scoreboard for Grant School.  A letter was sent to the schools requesting they accept the donation, which will be installed prior to the start of basketball season. 

Big Mike League – The program will run out of Lincoln School September 12 - October 24 (skip Halloween) and playoffs on November 14 & November 21 on Mondays 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.  
The program has not used referees during games.  Howie is going to poll the coaches to see if they want to use officials for the championship games.  Howie will put this up for a vote with the coaches and then do what the majority decides.

Saturday Night Hoops – The season will start in November/December.  Tryouts are scheduled for 11/15.  Registration forms were distributed electronically in the schools and sent to all former players.
Girls’ 3/4 Travel Basketball Team – Carlos Alvarez coaches this team. 

Girls’ 5/6 Travel Basketball Team –   Al Ramirez is coaching this team.  
Boys’ 5/6 Travel Basketball Team –  Deinde Otuyelu is coaching this team. 

Bowling – No activity at this time.

Women’s Softball – No activity at this time.
Rag-A-Muffin – Trophies were delivered to Bella Wagner.  Two popcorn carts, a DJ and magician were ordered for the parade.  All available members are needed for the October 29 parade.  Soccer said they scheduled all younger division games for the afternoon to allow the kids to attend the Rag-A-Muffin parade. The DPW said they are ready and will be there at 9:00 a.m. to set everything up.  The Police Dept. has been notified about the street closures and no parking.  Students have already volunteered for community service hours.  Breakfast will be provided by the Board for all workers.  The flyer was distributed electronically in the schools.  Paper copies were dropped off to Little Stars, Alphabet Soup and Ridgefield Park Co-op Nursery.  The flyer was also posted on the Village Facebook page as well as social media.  Mike Ruiz works on Saturdays, so he is unable to attend.
Adult Trips/Activities – Nothing going on at this time.  Howie will be looking into a trip sometime during the winter.  The Board has a credit from the previous year.
Archery Clinic – The fall program will run from September 17 – November 19.  Archery was cancelled on October 15 for the canoe race. It also needed to be cancelled  on October 22 due to paving of Industrial Avenue.   It will also be cancelled on October 29 for the Rag-A-Muffin parade.  Gil will meet with Barbara to place an order for supplies.
 

Tennis –  Residents may contact Barry Ruback at barrys10s@gmail.com or 201-568-3946 with any questions. The fall session just finished. Barry did not get enough adults to hold an adult session but said he was packed full anyway with the kids.
T2S Basketball – The program is continuing under Larry Umana and Nate Lopez. 
Easter Egg Hunt – No activity at this time.
Treasurer’s Report – The beginning balance as of 8/31/22 was $24,764.99.  Total expenses as of 9/30/22 of $1,345.00 (Big Mike’s shirts, Grant scoreboard). Total deposits $1,894.52 (rec basketball & Big Mike’s) and $54.52 interest.  Net available balance 9/30/22 $25,334.51.  
A motion was made by Mike Ruiz and seconded by Barbara Steiner to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Old Business: 
Sports Stipends – form is ready to be sent to organizations when the Commissioner is ready to send it out.
New Business: 
The Board contacted one of people interested in mahjong, who suggested maybe a game night but thought the Board should poll some adults first to see if there is an interest.
Barbara Steiner would like to see the Board purchase two canopies to be used for outdoor events.  A motion was made by Barbara Steiner and seconded by Gil Bell to purchase two canopies.  All were in favor of the motion.  Barbara DeLuca will check with other commissions that have bought canopies.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 15, 2022.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. on a motion made by  Bella Wagner and seconded by Melina Pope. All were in favor of the motion.










Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson




Barbara DeLuca 
This link will be used for the monthly meeting when it is held via Zoom:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71636345842?
pwd=RDZEVE9LaXFxeWoxbmxJSGdQVDhWZz09     Meeting ID: 716 3634 5842    Passcode: Y4rtpt
 


