
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

May 6, 2025
Vice Chair Tammy Laverty called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were: Tammy Laverty, Matt Graves, NicoleTerrarosa, and Commissioner Gerken . Excused: Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Dan Raftery, Rita Raftery, Lisa Rehm, Michelle DeLuca.  Also present was Christine Ingels, a new resident interested in joining the EC.
Hearing of Citizens:  None. 
A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Nicole Terrarosa to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2025, meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

EC Account : total adj budget for 2025 $12,000.00 Balance as of 5/6/25 - Balance $5,981.05.

PO#62075 - $300.00 – Troop 3 – Earth Day food

PO#62146 - $450.00 – Angel Mavrianos – Earth Day face painter

PO#62147 - $540.00 – Mad Science – Earth Day Show

PO#62148 - $415.00 – Tenafly Nature Center – Earth Day Raptor Show

PO#62149 - $1,250   –  Grand Falloons Family Theatre – 2 Strolling Entertainers for 2 hrs.

PO#62150 - $700.00 – Mark Rust – Earth Day music

PO#62151 - $500.00 – Sergios Ice Cream Inc – Earth Day ice cream truck

PO#62152 - $250.00 – Hackensack Riverkeeper – Use of boat & Captain on Earth Day

PO#62153 - $250.00 – Sea Turtle Recovery, Inc – Earth Day presentation

PO#62154 - $250.00 – Hudson River Fishermens Assoc. – Earth Day Fishing Derby 

PO#62176 - $  50.00 – Neighborhood Compost – Astrik composter for Earth Day prize

PO#62266 - $299.00 – Wild Life Conservation Center – Earth Day show

Nature Preserve Account: total adj budget for 2025 $8,000.00 Balance as of 5/6/25 -  Balance $7,395.71

PO#61989 - $95.48 – Amazon – Shears, tables, stickers

Correspondence:

1. 04/03/25 – Shuttle Survey from BOC

2. 04/08/25 – Notice of Sweet Megg Concert on 4/23/25 @ K of C 7:00 p.m.

3. 04/12/25 – Email from Troop 3 Re: Available for Earth Day

4. 04/10/25 – Email from Alina Duran, RPJSHS Re: Invitation to Lens on the Preserve Photo Contest Award                      Ceremony 4/30/25 @ 10:00 a.m. 
5. 04/16/25 – Email from Christine Ingels Re: Responding to Instagram, Interested in Volunteering at NP.

6. 04/05/25 – Email from Joe D’Angeli Re:  Bat Walks – he checked out the site and there’s more bats than ever, he would like to start scheduling some bat walks.

Old Business:

· Update on Possible Funding - Lisa Rehm is working on this. Waiting for 2025 grants to come out. 
· Newsletter Deadlines –  5/20, 8/20, 10/20
· Suggestions and who can write up something for the newsletter.
· Members should email their suggestions and advise if they can handle writing an article.
· 06/14/25 – Earth Day Celebration 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· Working on parking solution. Emailed Chief Rella for input. Will also email Officer Triano.
· Need members to pick when they can be at the table.  It needs to be manned the entire day.
· Will also contact RPNA to see if any members want to help out on Earth Day
· High School Environmental Club
· They will take over the pollinator garden in front of the school.
· Waiting to hear from Advisor Helena Petersen about a date for a meeting with the students.
· Will email her to see when their meeting is so EC can attend.
Nature Preserve:

· Clean-up Days – Removed bamboo with small group on Sunday, will set up another maintenance day with the youth groups in about 2 weeks after AP exams are over.
· Cookies/Story with the Mayor – Will check on dates with the Mayor.
· Binoculars – Tammy has looked into some that could be lent out during guided walks. The EC was thinking that maybe this would be an appropriate memorial item and will talk with the proposed donor to see if they are interested.
New Business:
· Rain barrels – thanks to Veronica Leone, SRP Chair, EC was able to get 2 rain barrels to use at the NP.
· Will ask the DPW for suggestions on best place to put them so they might be able to fill them with water to make it easier to water the new trees.
· Would be nice to have them decorated by a volunteer or maybe an art student.
· Lenape Indian Presentation – Native American Contributions/Role in the Military – June 22 2:00 p.m. main level of civic center (set up at 12:00)

· Some Key Club members would like to become associates.
· Bat Walk – Joe D’Angeli will do the first bat walk on Friday, May 23 @ 7:45 p.m. Rain date will be Sunday, May 25.  Bat walks will only be announced one at a time. People can email Joe to RSVP and find the meeting place for the walk.  njbatman@thebatcave.org. 

Nature Preserve:

EC Project Management – Status Reports:

1. NP Shed Shelving – WG has the supplies to install shelving. Will work on it when the weather warms up.
a. Rita would like to help with this.
2. Braille signs – Signs need to be painted and then Gary Terrarosa will install them. Gary is willing to paint them. Will email Steve and let him know that Nicole will pick them up if he wants to leave them outside for her.
Miscellaneous:

· STC would like to know the location of tree in NP for Peter Garvey. 
· Future discussion about fishing at Bergen Turnpike.
Report from Commissioner Gerken: 
· He said there is money put aside for a summer intern.  Rather than one intern, he suggests having 2 people working 15 hours a week.  They can work together for three 5-hour days.  The hours can be flexible depending on the weather.  He wants the EC to take charge of getting the summer help.

· He is putting benches made from tree stumps at Quinn Overlook.

· Boardwalk – he is going to check on the boardwalk to see if any maintenance is needed.

· Observation deck – there is still some money left, and he would like to install an observation deck so people can see past the phragmites.

· There were two great videos posted on the nature preserve, one by the hs Chirp Café and the other by a visitor.

Christine Ingels was asked if she was interested in joining the EC and she said she would like to become a member.  The EC is waiting for a response from another possible new member and then appointments will be made.  The EC will contact the Key Club to see which members want to become associate members.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Nicole Terrarosa and seconded by Matt Graves,  adjourning the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind/Future Plans: (Note – not all dates have been confirmed yet.)

· TBD        – Early Spring Flowers and Early Arriving Birds – Guided by Naturalist
· Spring    – Schedule walk with Vision Loss Alliance when Braille signs are installed.

· 05/23/25 – Bat Walk @ 7:30 p.m. Confirmed (rain date 5/25)
· 05/24/25 – Native Trees of the RP Nature Preserve – Guided by Naturalist: John Anlian (check with JA)
· 05/31/25 – Beginner Nature Photography with Joe Koscielny of BCAS Confirmed
· 06/07/25 – Identifying Birds by Their Songs – Guided by Naturalist

· 06/14/25 – Earth Day – 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Confirmed
· 06/20/25 – BW @ 7:30 p.m. Confirmed (rain date 6/22)
· 06/22/25 – Lenape Indian Presentation – Native American Contributions 2:00 p.m. @ Civic Center Confirmed
· 06/28/25 – Spring Wildflowers and Nesting Birds – Guided by Naturalists: Kevin Avery & Tammy Laverty Confirmed
· TBA       – The RP Nature Preserve in Summer – Guided by Naturalists: Tammy Laverty 
· TBD       – Garden Visits with SRP – awaiting date from SRP

2025 MEETING DATES: ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. ON THE MAIN FLOOR AT THE CIVIC CENTER, THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE
JANUARY 8 (Wednesday)
MAY 6




SEPTEMBER 2
FEBRUARY 4


JUNE 3
 



OCTOBER 7
MARCH 4


JULY 1 – IF NEEDED     

NOVEMBER 4 
APRIL 1

             AUGUST 5 – IF NEEDED  

DECEMBER – NO MEETING 
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