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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

April 17, 2025 
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Howie Jacobs,  Royce Morris, Barbara Steiner, and Bella Wagner. Excused: Gil Bell, Matt Florio. Absent: Mike Ruiz.  Also present were Carolyn Vilchez and Mike.
The minutes of the March 20, 2025, meeting were approved on a motion made by Bella Wagner              and seconded by Barbara Steiner.  All were in favor of the motion. 
Correspondence:
1. 03/20/25 – Cultural Courts Email  Re: Event Approved Notification 5/17/25

2. 03/21/25 – Email from Olga Rios Re: Concerns about Boys 5/6 Basketball Game on 3/8
3. Financial Disclosure Form – must be returned by 4/30/25

4. 03/25/25 – Email from Al Ramirez Re: Travel Team Practice Time
5. 03/26/25 – Email from Joe Garcia Re: Travel Team Practice Time – would like another night

6. 03/28/24 – Email from Silvana Salas Re: Tax ID for T2S – forwarded to T2S
7. 04/03/25 – Shuttle Survey from BOC

8. 04/-8/25 – Email from Toni Mazzarella Re:  Reminder of Blackout Dates for Schools

9. 04/08/25 – Email from Social Media Manager Re: Sweet Meg Concert 4/23/25 @ K of C 7PM

10. 04/08/25 – Email from Olga Rios Re: Looking for Volunteer Ref for Lincoln Fundraiser 5/20 

11. 04/08/25 – Email from Donald McManus Re: Questions Number of Games He Reffed

12. 04/09/25 – Email from Commissioner Portorreal Re: Veteran’s Park Renovations

13. 04/14/25 – Email from Paolo Protasio Re: 7th Grade Travel Team/Scrimmages
14. 04/16/25 – Email from Paolo Protasio Re: Roster/Sponsor Tournaments?

Visitors: Carolyn Vilchez attended the meeting to discuss a possible new program.  Royce and Carolyn have been talking about starting a program for 2–5-year-olds – a rotation of sports to show basic skills like kicking, running, soccer.  They would like to reach out to parents of young kids to see the interest level and what else might be needed to start up a program like this.  They will talk more and put together a list such as possible registration fee, how many adults would be needed, where to hold the program and when should they hold it.  They were thinking that maybe late spring would be a good time to run the program when the weather is nicer. The Board has no problem sponsoring this program as long as there is enough adult supervision and a location the Board can use. The Board suggested to them that one adult needs to stay with the child because they are young and cautioned them if an adult doesn’t stay, it can turn into a babysitting service.  Also, they must keep in mind that if it is not the parent staying with the child, the person must first go through background checks, etc.  All volunteers will need to submit to the same requirements as a coach – background check, viewing the insurance mandated videos on protecting children and concussions and attending a certification class.  Royce was told he could reach out to Michelle DeLuca to post on the village social media accounts.  Royce also brought a parent that helped with the clinic to see what the Board does.
Back-to-school giving tree – No activity at this time.
Wish Tree – No activity at this time.
Tree Lighting – No activity at this time.
Holiday Display Contest – No activity at this time
Basketball:
· Regular Season –   The season has finished.  Only travel teams are practicing right now.
· Note for next season – gym permits will be until 9:30 p.m. to give the janitors time to clean.

· Royce noted that it was suggested that clinic be offered to kindergarten – 2nd grade.  He has no problem with this as long as he can get enough volunteers to run the program.

· The Village insurance wants a signed registration form for the travel teams in the files in case any injuries occur, so they know who is on the team.

· As far as travel teams, the Board will work on what it can now financially support since there are 5 travel teams now.  The Board will continue to facilitate the use of the gym for practice (if approved by the Board of Education) and provide insurance for the teams.
· Matt McArow gave this link for the videos: https://melsafetyinstitute.org/protection-safe-treatment-of-minors-policy/  
· The board sent a Grub Hub gift card to Juan Gomez.
· Will work on new code of conduct sign.
· Travel team practice schedule after Rec season: 
· Girls 3/4 Coach Carlos Alvarez @ Roosevelt  Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Wed denied.
· Girls 7/8 Al Ramirez @ Lincoln Tuesdays, at Grant Thursdays 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
· Boys 7 Paolo Protassio @ Lincoln Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 7/8 Coach Deinde Otuyelu @ Lincoln  Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 6 Coach Matt Florio @ Grant Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. /Lincoln Fridays 6:30-9:00 pm  

· T2S Basketball – handled by Larry Umana and Nate Lopez. Advertising for their summer sessions at Veteran’s Park.
· Saturday Night Hoops – Season ended well.  
· Howie would like to run a session in the summer if the Board can get use of a gym.
· He was thinking of holding it for 5 weeks for ages 17-24.
Fourth of July – selecting grand marshal in June.
Rag-A-Muffin – October 25, 2025
Easter Egg Hunt – April 19, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. sharp.  Members should meet at Veteran’s Park no later than 8:00 a.m. on April 19 with their filled eggs.  Barbara will bring breakfast for the volunteers.  Members unable to attend should notify the Board to make sure there are enough adults at the hunt. Gil Bell and Barbara Steiner are not available.  Community service students will assist.
Tennis – Next session will be Saturday May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31.  2:00 - 3:00 pm 6 - 8 years old; 3:00 - 4:00 pm 9 - 11 years old; 4:00 - 5:00 pm 12 years old and up; 5:00 – 6:00 pm Adults. The cost is $95.00 per session.  


Adult Yoga –  held at the library. March to June 2025. Every Tuesday: Starting: 3/18/2025.
Ending: 6/17/2025 Time: 6:30PM - 7:15PM by Idania Castillo.
Women’s Taekwondo –  May 3, 2025 – June 14, 2025 – No Taekwondo class on May 24 for Memorial Day Weekend. Participants must be a minimum age of 15 to participate in program as well as live in or attend school in Ridgefield Park or work in Ridgefield Park. Open to Bogota, Little Ferry residents. Out-of-town residents will be accepted if space permits. Fee options: $30.00 (drop-in rate), $80.00 (3 classes), $150.00 (6 classes). If all goes well, she may try to add a kid’s class in the summer.  She will try out 2 sessions and if there are no registrations, she will end the program.
Archery –  Open to those 6 years old and up.  The spring session was to run from April 12– June 21, 2025, (no archery on 5/24 Memorial Day Weekend),  Saturday mornings in three sessions:  9:00 – 9:45   10:00 – 10:45   11:00 – 11:45.  Registration fee is $25.00 (includes shirts); $15.00 if you already have a shirt.  Equipment is ready for the next season. Gil is unable to run the program this year.  Richie Zwebner and Janee Flynn will run the next session.  The start will be delayed because a mother killdeer has nested on the range.  As soon as the eggs hatch, the season can begin.  Participants will just need to be mindful that the baby killdeer are in the area.
Adult/Family  Activities – Family Fun Olympics 8/9/25 – Howie met with his group to start plans for this year. 
Financial report – 

Beginning balance as of 3/1/25




                                      $13,867.42
Deposits –

Interest                                                                                                                                    42.41 
Expenses: 





   
                                                        
Check #1179 – Jordan Flynn – first half season scorer/timer                                            60.00
Check #1184 – Mamadou Haidara – Sat Night Hoops Refund                                            75.00
Debit purchases – American Carnival (plastic Easter Eggs)                                            799.33
*Charges under dispute: 2/18 & 2/19 both for $1,743.25
Balance as of 3/31/25






                             $12,975.50
A motion was made by Howie Jacobs and seconded by Royce Morris to accept the financial report. All were in favor of the motion.
Old Business –  Background checks – Selection.com is the name of the new company. The Board would like to start with archery.  The papers will be sent to Commissioner Portorreal to get reviewed.
Earth Day – June 14 from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  The Archery clinic will be open.  Rec could set up a table if they are interested in promoting anything else.
Cultural Courts – the event, organized by student Danny Jang, will be held on May 17 at the high school gym.  The Board is sponsoring this event, but all work has been done by Danny Jang.  It will run from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and is open to all basketball players in 7th & 8th grade.  It is a day of basketball, skills challenges, and cultural celebrations.  There will be games played, skills challenges and prizes.  It will also be a cultural celebration, and visitors can enjoy Asian-inspired snacks, join together, listen to music, and have fun. Board of Rec members are encouraged to stop in.
Royce Morris will look into some grants that may be available to purchase software to aid with scheduling and registrations for programs such as basketball.  He wanted to make sure the Board could accept a grant before looking further. Commissioner Mirza said the new Village website should be able to handle registrations.
New Business – Reappointments are due in April for the Board of Recreation.  Bella Wagner, Gil Bell and Barbara Steiner’s terms as Regular members expire 4/25.  Sarah Amro’s term as associate also expires 4/25. Barbara Steiner does not want to be reappointed.
Although not a Board activity, the Adult Easter Egg Hunt took place on Saturday, April 12. The event had to move inside due to the weather, but it went well, and two scholarships were again able to be distributed.  The winners were Kevin Ciriello and Jessica DiSciascio.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. on a motion made by Bella Wagner and seconded by Barbara Steiner.  All were in favor of the motion.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 15, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.









Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca
cc: Commissioner Wanda Portorreal


Barbara DeLuca
MEETING DATES FOR 2025
ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE CIVIC CENTER, UPSTAIRS, LOCATED AT 159 PARK STREET ON THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 16

APRIL 17 
JULY – NO MEETING


OCTOBER 16
FEBRUARY 20

MAY 15
 AUGUST – NO MEETING

NOVEMBER 20             

MARCH  20          
JUNE 19
SEPTEMBER 11 (2ND Thurs) 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING

