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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

March 20, 2025 
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Matt Florio, Barbara Steiner, and Bella Wagner. Excused: Gil Bell, Howie Jacobs, Royce Morris, Mike Ruiz. 
The minutes of the February 20, 2025, meeting were approved on a motion made by Bella Wagner              and seconded by Diane Maglione.  All were in favor of the motion. 
Correspondence:
1. 03/02/25 – Email from Jason Crawford Re: Possibility of Flag Football
2. 03/02/25 – Email from Danny Jang Re: Culture Courts 

3. 03/04/25 – March Coffee with Mayor at Bob-O’s Cheesesteaks – 3/21 12-2PM

4. 03/06-25 – Email from Principal Hernandez Re: Grant School doors propped open again

5. 03/06/25 – Email from Paolo Protasio Re:  Starting up 7th Grade (Middle School) Boys Travel Team

6. 03/13/25 – Email from Al Ramirez Re: Use of Lincoln Gym for Girls 8/9 Travel Team

7. 03/17/25 – Event Denied Notification Re: Change of travel practice to Wednesdays at Roosevelt School

8. 03/18/25 – Email from Reilly Grant Re: Looking for space to start fiber arts classes.
Back-to-school giving tree – No activity at this time.

Wish Tree – No activity at this time.
Tree Lighting – No activity at this time.
Holiday Display Contest – No activity at this time
Basketball:
· Regular Season – 
· Division Heads Reports: 
· Clinic – 
· Girls 3/4 – 

· Girls 5 – 

· Boys 3/4 – 

· Boys 5/6 – There were some complaints about refs.
· Girls 6/7/8 – Division was fine.
· Boys 7/8 – There were two suspensions in this division this season.
· Matt McArow gave this link for the videos: https://melsafetyinstitute.org/protection-safe-treatment-of-minors-policy/  
· Need to add to the rules – 
· No noisemakers in gym, remind everyone in gym that these are young kids playing and it’s unsportsmanlike to make noise to distract them during foul shots.
· Only one warning will be issued to spectators not following rules and/or behaving poorly.
· After first warning, minors must be accompanied by a parent to be a spectator – there will be no exceptions to this rule.
· Clean up after yourself.  Food should not be brought into the gym.  
· Must start next year firmer to eliminate the poor behavior exhibited as the season went on.
· Coaches cannot argue with referees.
· Need to have the pre-season meeting with scorers/timers, referees/coaches to go rules and what is expected of them.
· There need to be two refs at all games and three at boys 7/8 games.

· Will try to extend Saturdays at Lincoln next year to accommodate the 5/6 travel games.

· Clinic – the younger divisions were getting beaten quite badly by the other towns.  Need to change clinic next year to kindergarten to 2nd grade.  If there’s too many kids, the clinic can be done in two sessions.

· Look into a photographer for pictures next year.

· Travel teams would like more nights at Lincoln but in the interest of fairness, each team will get only one night at Lincoln and requests will be put in for Grant for the other night. It was suggested to the older teams to ask the high school coach if they could get some gym time for the teams. The Board of Rec has no control over usage of the gyms.

· Trophies only for 1st & 2nd place next year.  Medals for clinic participants.
· Travel team schedule after Rec season: 
· Girls 3/4 Coach Carlos Alvarez @ Roosevelt  Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Wed denied.
· Girls 7/8 Al Ramirez @ Lincoln Thursdays 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., asking for Grant on Tuesdays
· Boys 7 Paolo Protassio @ Lincoln Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 7/8 Coach Deinde Otuyelu @ Lincoln  Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 6 Coach Matt Florio @ Grant Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. /Lincoln Fridays 6:30-9:00 pm  

· T2S Basketball – handled by Larry Umana and Nate Lopez. Advertising for their summer sessions at Veteran’s Park.
· Saturday Night Hoops –

· Season to run 1/18 – 4/5.
Fourth of July – selecting grand marshal in June.
Rag-A-Muffin – October 25, 2025
Easter Egg Hunt – April 19, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. sharp.  Members should meet at Veteran’s Park no later than 8:00 a.m. on April 19 with their filled eggs.  Candy was distributed to all members who were present. Instructions for filling are as follows:  look at the candy bag for total pieces and divide by the number of eggs for that division.  Only 1 large piece or bag goes into an egg, 2-3 small pieces in an egg and then 1 medium and 1 small piece in another.  Make sure to label the division on each egg bag so there are no mix-ups on April 19.  Barbara will bring breakfast for the volunteers.  Members unable to attend should notify the Board to make sure there are enough adults at the hunt.
Tennis – Next session will be Saturday May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31.  2:00 - 3:00 pm 6 - 8 years old; 3:00 - 4:00 pm 9 - 11 years old; 4:00 - 5:00 pm 12 years old and up; 5:00 – 6:00 pm Adults. The cost is $95.00 per session.  


Adult Yoga –  held at the library. March to June 2025. Every Tuesday: Starting: 3/18/2025.
Ending: 6/17/2025 Time: 6:30PM - 7:15PM by Idania Castillo.
Women’s Taekwondo –  May 3, 2025 – June 14, 2025 – No Taekwondo class on May 24 for Memorial Day Weekend. Participants must be a minimum age of 15 to participate in program as well as live in or attend school in Ridgefield Park or work in Ridgefield Park. Open to Bogota, Little Ferry residents. Out-of-town residents will be accepted if space permits. Fee options: $30.00 (drop-in rate), $80.00 (3 classes), $150.00 (6 classes). If all goes well, she may try to add a kid’s class in the summer.
Archery –  Open to those 6 years old and up.  The spring session will run from April 12– June 21, 2025, (no archery on 5/24 Memorial Day Weekend),  Saturday mornings in three sessions:  9:00 – 9:45   10:00 – 10:45   11:00 – 11:45.  Registration fee is $25.00 (includes shirts); $15.00 if you already have a shirt.  Equipment is ready for the next season. Gil is unable to run the program this year.  Ed Zwebner and Janee Flynn will run the next session.
Adult/Family  Activities – Family Fun Olympics 8/9/25 – Howie met with his group to start plans for this year. 
Financial report – 

Beginning balance as of 2/1/25




                                      $20,519.45
Deposits –

Saturday Night Hoops                                                                                                     1,465.00 
Basketball registrations                                                                                                     130.00

Uniform Reimbursement (Girls Grade 8/9 Travel)                                                            540.00   Interest                                                                                                                                    45.72 
Expenses: 





   
                                                        
Check #1174 – Cyborgraphics (PO #7197, 7197 & 7220) bball clothing                       1,935.00
Check #1175 – Tyler Crawford – first half season scorer/timer                                       108.00

Check #1176 – Jade Dabros – first half season scorer/timer                                             48.00

Check #1177 – Samantha Dabros – first half season scorer/timer                                    96.00

Check #1178 – Kevin Flynn – first half season scorer/timer                                              36.00

Check #1180 – Joseph Lister – first half season scorer/timer                                           96.00

Check #1181 – Lilly Russo – first half season scorer/timer                                             276.00

Check #1182 – Sophia Russo – first half season scorer/timer                                        228.00

Check #1183 – Jillian Wagner – first half season scorer/timer                                        780.00

Debit purchases – Ad Mfg – bball trophies/medals                                                        1,743.25

*Charges under dispute: 2/18 & 2/19 both for $1,743.25
Balance as of 2/28/25






                             $13,867.42
A motion was made by Bella Wagner and seconded by Matt Florio to accept the financial report. All were in favor of the motion.
Old Business –  Background checks – Selection.com is the name of the new company. We would like to start with archery.  The company just got back to us today.  The Board will review the papers sent over.
Earth Day – June 14 from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Archery clinic will be open.  Rec could set up a table if they are interested.
Cultural Courts – the Board was notified that use of the high school gym on May 17 for the event was approved at last night’s Board of Education meeting. Danny Jang, an 11th grade student at Bergen Technical Schools, is organizing this event, which aims to empower Asian American youth by creating culturally tailored sports leagues that celebrate heritage while fostering athletic development.  Howie, Barbara, and Tiffany Chen met with him to discuss this.  Tiffany Chen, President of RP Key Club, said she would like to get her school involved in this.  They met again on March 2 to see what progress he was able to make.  Danny had an outline prepared.  He has volunteers to handle everything.  Danny is moving ahead with plans now.  He is looking into t-shirts and seeing what businesses might be interested in supporting this event.  The event is looking for teams that are middle school aged. 
Royce Morris will look into some grants that may be available to purchase software to aid with scheduling and registrations for programs such as basketball.  He wanted to make sure the Board could accept a grant before looking further.
New Business – The next safety meeting is scheduled for June 4, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
Although not a Board activity, the Adult Easter Egg Hunt, a fundraiser for the Hal Bomzer scholarship, will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2025, starting at 11:00 a.m. sharp at Veteran’s Park.  In the event of rain, the event will be held indoors.  Members can help out at the event or help gathering donations if they like.  Contact bomzercommittee@gmail.com for any info. Tickets are on sale now and the committee is looking for donations.  Members are asked to push the ticket sales.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m. on a motion made by Bella Wagner and seconded by                                      Matt Florio.  All were in favor of the motion.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 17, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.









Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca
Commissioner Wanda Portorreal



Barbara DeLuca
MEETING DATES FOR 2025
ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE CIVIC CENTER, UPSTAIRS, LOCATED AT 159 PARK STREET ON THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 16

APRIL 17 
JULY – NO MEETING


OCTOBER 16
FEBRUARY 20

MAY 15
 AUGUST – NO MEETING

NOVEMBER 20             

MARCH  20          
JUNE 19
SEPTEMBER 11 (2ND Thurs) 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING

