
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, April 1, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

March 4, 2025
Tammy Laverty called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty, Rita Raftery, Lisa Rehm, Nicole Terrarosa. Also present was Commissioner Gerken. Excused: Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Dan Raftery, Michelle DeLuca, Matt Graves.   
Hearing of Citizens:  None. 
A motion was made by Lisa Rehm and seconded by Rita Raftery to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2025, meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

EC Account : total adj budget for 2024 $12,000.00 Balance as of 2/27/25 - Balance $11,192.65.

PO# 661366 - $107.35 – Wild Birds Unlimited Seed/Blend/Suet
Nature Preserve Account: total adj budget for 2024 $8,000.00 Balance as of 1/31/25 -  Balance $7,864.66

6. Correspondence:

1. 02/04/25 – Copy of email to STC Re: Trees in the George Gosen Grove – damaged by deer
2. 02/08/25 – Memo from Tara O’Grady Re: 2025 Newsletter Deadlines  2/20, 5/20, 8/20, 10/20
3. 02/11/25 – Email from Brianne Heaney, Co-op Nursery School Re: Needs box of crayons picked up.
4. 02/13/25 – Email from Danielle Stierlen, USDA Wildlife NJ Program Re: Teterboro Airport/Canadian Geese
5. 02/17/25 – Email from RPEA Re Free Yoga at High School Gym 2/22 12:30 - 1:30, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15   9:30 - 10:30

6. 02/19/25 – Email from Jessica Grigiak, DEP Fish & Wildlife Re: Mobile Education Trailer will be at Earth Day
7. 02/19/25 – Email from Don Torino, BCAS Re:  $400 Grant for Nature Preserve approved.
8. 02/21/25 – Email from Georgia Madiba, ANJEC Membership Re: ANJEC Membership Renewed.
· Utilize the Resource Center by emailing info@anjec.org with your EC's needs or by browsing available resources and tools, and Follow Us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube or via our website. 

· Attend upcoming webinars and events!
ANJEC offers virtual and in-person programs throughout the year, in addition to an annual Fundamentals for Effective ECs training course each Spring and annual Environmental Congress each fall: https://anjec.org/conferences-workshops/.
9. 02/25/25 – Email from Commissioner Gerken Re: SCE Monthly Update

10. 03/03/25 – Email from Michelle DeLuca, Social Media Manager Re: Cheesesteaks with Mayor 3/21  12-2PM

7. Old Business:

· Update on Possible Funding - Lisa Rehm is working on this. Waiting for 2025 grants to come out. 
· Carla Messinger said that since it is the 250th anniversary of the military, there might be funding available for her program.  Lisa will check into this.
· Newsletter Deadlines – 2/20, 5/20, 8/20, 10/20

· Harry did an article on Earth Day 6/14.
· Nicole did an article on Mayor’s Monarch Pledge. 
· April 22 – Earth Day – (Easter Egg hunt is 4/19, Easter 4/20). The EC wrote to the Business Chamber to see if they want to participate by cleaning up the areas in front of their storefronts – no response yet.  
· 06/14/25 – Earth Day Celebration 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· Yes replies so far: DEP, Neighborhood Compost, Youth Beyond Plastic, HRFA, Riverkeeper, Sea Turtle Recovery, Key Club, Face painter, Mosquito Control, DEP, DEP Wildlife Educational Trailer, Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Veolia, Wanda Canoe Club, Werf’s Bees, Public Schools
· Adding new show of traveling entertainers – Garbage! What A Waste!
· Working on parking solution. Will look into alternative parking for vendors.
· Will try to have all vendors park elsewhere after unloading to allow more space for visitors.
· Will get some small prizes to raffle off to attendees at shows.
Nature Preserve:

· 06/03/25 – 2d anniversary of NP – think of event to hold, one suggestion was maybe holding a Bio-Blast Day.

· Regular Clean-up Days – EC will schedule a monthly clean-up day for whoever is available to keep maintenance low.  The first Saturday or Sunday of the month – 10:00 a.m. – shouldn’t take more than 1-2 hours if kept up. Possibly hold one end of March, it would be a good idea  to get stakes to mark what the volunteers can and can’t touch.
· Smart Bird Feeder with Camera – Michelle is in charge of this.  She will try it out in the NP.
· Chronolog –  Michelle will be in charge of the chronolog.  She will install as soon as the ground is soft enough.
· Bird feeders – TL handles feeders. She picked up more seed.
· Leave No Trace Guidelines for the Ridgefield Park Nature Preserve – Michelle produced guidelines and is having them printed in poster size for the kiosks.
· Coffee with the Mayor – EC will be the guest at a future session when the weather is warmer.
· Cookies with the Mayor – The Mayor will read a book and have cookies with the kids at the NP. Date tbd.
New Business:
· Fighting Artificial Turf – ANJEC article – 

· Advisory Letter to BOC sent 02/11/25.

· All members in agreement and are not in favor of the installation of artificial turf. 
· Pollinator Garden at  NP – High school principal, Ms. Cavins, will see if she can get a group to take over this garden.  The EC also reached out to the Key Club and AGE to see if any students are interested in working at the gardens/nature preserve.
· Mayor’s Monarch Pledge:
· Tammy and Nicole have taken this project on behalf of EC.
· Mayor MacNeill made the pledge.
· Would like to work with the DPW on some things that the town would need to do.
· Vote taken in between meetings that the EC should take over the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge.
· Yes votes: Tammy Laverty, Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Stephen Quinn, Rita Raftery, Lisa Rehm, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa
· Lenape Indian Presentation – Native American Contributions/Role in the Military – June 22 2:00 p.m. lower level of civic center (set up at 12:00)

· Carla Messinger suggested inviting the scouts to come at 1:30 p.m. so they can look at the artifacts and then, if the talk is too much for them, they can leave with their leaders.

· Carla sent over a lot of information and projects to do with the kids.

· Will have sassafras and sarsaparilla drinks for people to taste.

· She will have a book to laminate and can then be put on a trail in the nature preserve for a story walk.
· She can do the talk to include natives in the military as well as native women in the military, talk about their contributions, which would also coincide with the 250th anniversary of the military.

Nature Preserve:

· Dr. Joseph Vespignani – tour the nature preserve with SQ/TL – date tbd in the spring.
EC Project Management – Status Reports:

1. NP Shed Shelving – WG has the supplies to install shelving. Will work on it when the weather warms up.
a. Tammy asked if the wheelbarrows could be kept more accessible when the shed is organized.
b. Rita would like to help with this.
2. Chronolog, Trail Cameras, Smart Bird Feeders –  MD, Kent, SQ will install when ground is softer.
3. Braille signs – SQ has tamper proof screws. Gary Terrarosa will install it after signs are painted by SQ.
4. Tag Invasive Trees & label good stuff – LQ & TL (spring activity)
Miscellaneous:
· Update from Rita on recycling at the municipal building.
· Rita met with Mayor MacNeill and Rich Flynn of the DPW.  They advised that they bought five bins for the municipal building so recycling can begin. They are organizing locations to put cardboard. Rita sent educational information to Commissioner Mirza. He said he has it under control. He is willing to work on this.  She will continue to follow up with him and offer her services.
· EC completed SJ action Environmental Commission Site Plan Review.
· Purchase some binoculars for the NP that can be used at guided walks. Tammy will help Barbara with the order when Steve is ready.
· Contacted STC about planting a tree in the NP in memory of Peter Garvey. Will wait to see about something for Steve Fernandez.
· If any members want to lead a walk at the NP, please select a date and let the EC know to advertise it.
· Photography walk with Joe from BCAS - May 31
· “Fresh Air & the Nature Preserve, It’s Good for Your Health” type of walk – just lead a walk that is good for health reasons. Less stress, weight management, counting steps, etc. Anyone interested in leading this type of walk?  What date should it be scheduled for?  Members will think about it and get back if they are interested in doing a walk.  Will need people to step up and do walks while Steve is recuperating.
· Nicole and Rita attended the STC meeting to discuss planting native trees when possible.  Rita gave in a list of suggested trees and proper places to plant them.  The EC sent an email containing this information to the STC as well. Trees for 2025 have already been ordered. Commissioner Gerken said that trees will be planted as part of the CSO project because any water that does not go directly from the sky to the water must be treated before it gets into the water system. There will be new trees in the areas being repaired. There are six locations where there is an overflow. The new trees have been approved by the STC.  Commissioner Gerken said if the EC wants an EC member to be appointed to the STC, it just needs to ask.  Nicole and Rita said there is a project by Brewster Park that will look beautiful when completed.  It will have Red Buds.
Report from Commissioner Gerken:

· Started a project to redesign the website.  Right now, he’s trying to get a design set up and then work on individual pages once the design is finalized. Will bring in content creators for training.
· Work began on the CSO project.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Rita Raftery and seconded by Nicole Terrarosa adjourning the meeting at 7:46 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 1, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
(Unavailable for April meeting: Rita Raftery, Lisa Rehm, Commissioner Gerken).
Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind/Future Plans: (Note – not all dates have been confirmed yet.)

· 03/??/25 – Possible Clean-Up Day at Nature Preserve depending on weather

· 04/26/25 – Early Spring Flowers and Early Arriving Birds – Guided by Naturalist ?

· Spring    – Schedule walk with Vision Loss Alliance when Braille signs are installed.
· 05/03/25 – Bird Migration – Guided by Naturalist ?
· 05/24/25 – Native Trees of the RP Nature Preserve – Guided by Naturalist: John Anlian (check with JA)
· 05/31/25 – Beginner Nature Photography with Joe Koscielny of BCAS Confirmed
· 06/07/25 – Identifying Birds by Their Songs – Guided by Naturalist ?
· 06/14/25 – Earth Day – 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Confirmed
· 06/22/25 –   Lenape Indian Presentation – Native American Contributions 2:00 p.m. @ Civic Center Confirmed
· 06/28/25 – Spring Wildflowers and Nesting Birds – Guided by Naturalists: Kevin Avery & Tammy Laverty Confirmed
· TBA       – The RP Nature Preserve in Summer – Guided by Naturalists: Tammy Laverty and ?

· TBD       – Garden Visits with SRP – awaiting date from SRP.

ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME ON THE MAIN FLOOR OF THE CIVIC CENTER, 159 PARK STREET, THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 8 (Wednesday)
APRIL 1
JULY 1 – IF NEEDED

OCTOBER 7
FEBRUARY 4


MAY 6 

AUGUST 5 – IF NEEDED
NOVEMBER 7

MARCH 4


JUNE 3     
SEPTEMBER 2
               
DECEMBER – NO MEETING 
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