
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, March 4, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

February 4, 2025
Tammy Laverty called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty, Harry Menta, Lisa Rehm, Nicole Terrarosa. Also present was Commissioner Gerken. Excused:  Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Dan Raftery, Rita Raftery, Matt Graves, Michelle DeLuca.   
Hearing of Citizens:  None. 
A motion was made by Lisa Rehm and seconded by Harry Menta to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2025, meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

EC Account : total adj budget for 2024 $12,000.00 Balance as of 1/31/25 - Balance $11,300.00.

PO# 60807 - $700.00 – 2025 ANJEC dues
Nature Preserve Account: total adj budget for 2024 $8,000.00 Balance as of 1/31/25 -  Balance $7,864.66

PO#60802 - $     35.07 – Amazon – 3 cans Rustoleum Antique Bradd

PO#61040 - $   100.27 –  Wild Bird Unlimited – Nyjer deluxe blend and 2 suet cakes

Correspondence: 

1. 01/09/25 – Email from Joe D’Angeli Re:  He will check on bat area when weather is better.

2. 01/15/25 – Email from Hugh Carola Re:  Riverkeeper Not Available 5/31, Is Available 6/14
3. 01/15/25 – Memo from Tara O’Grady Re:  Appointments and Oath of Office 

4. 01/23/25 – Email from Scott March Re: Teterboro Airport Community Goose Management Meeting

5. 01/27/25 – Email from STC inviting EC to attend their 02/24/25 meeting to discuss native trees.

6. 01/29/25 – AARP  Community Challenge Q&A Webinar 

7. 02/03/25 – Email from ANJEC Re:  2025 Monthly Digest – Fundamentals for Environmental Commissions 3/18-20

Old Business:

· Vision Loss Alliance – schedule a walk of the NP and Braille signage in Spring after new Braille signs installed.
· Update on Possible Funding - Lisa Rehm is working on this. Waiting for 2025 grants to come out. She will check with Tammy about writing up the Bergen Audubon grant.
· Garden Visits – EC to collaborate with SRP in 2025 to visit various garden plantings in RP. The EC will wait to hear back from SRP on coordination of this activity. 

· Winter Sowing – January 22, 2025 – went well, people asked questions and were interested in learning.  LQ & TL gave a great talk to the group, which was about 11 including EC & SRP members that were present.
· Newsletter Deadlines – Need to get 2025 dates.
· Bergen Audubon: Monarch Butterfly Action Alert

· Period for public comments ends March 12.
· Send comments to: ww.regulations.gov/commenton/FWS-R3-ES-2024-0137-0001. 
· Will post on social media.
· April 22 – Earth Day – (Easter Egg hunt is 4/19, Easter 4/20). The EC wrote to the Business Chamber to see if they want to participate by cleaning up the areas in front of their storefronts.  
· 06/14/25 – Earth Day Celebration 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· Yes replies so far: DEP, Neighborhood Compost, Youth Beyond Plastic, HRFA, Riverkeeper, Sea Turtle Recovery, Key Club
· Looking into a possible new show – Garbage! What A Waste!
· Going to start to work on parking solution. Will look into new warehouse to see if they have space to allow us to park there.
· Will try to have all vendors park elsewhere after unloading to allow more space for visitors.
· Will get some small prizes to raffle off to attendees at shows.
Nature Preserve:

· 06/03/25 – 2d anniversary of NP – think of event to hold, one suggestion was maybe holding a Bio-Blast Day.

· The EC is always looking for members to learn how to do tours so there can be more events.

· Regular Clean-up Days – EC will schedule a monthly clean-up day for whoever is available to keep maintenance low.  The first Sunday of the month – 10:00 a.m. – shouldn’t take more than 1-2 hours if kept up. Possibly hold one end of March, it would be a good idea  to get stakes to mark what the volunteers can and can’t touch.
· Smart Bird Feeder with Camera – Michelle is in charge of this.  She will try it out in the NP.
· Chronolog –  Michelle will be in charge of the chronolog.
· Bird feeders – TL handles feeders. She picked up more seed.
· Leave No Trace Guidelines for the Ridgefield Park Nature Preserve – Michelle produced guidelines and is having them printed in poster size for the kiosks.
· Coffee with the Mayor – EC will be the guest at a future session when the weather is warmer.
· Cookies with the Mayor – The Mayor will read a book and have cookies with the kids at the NP. Date tbd.
New Business:
· Fighting Artificial Turf – ANJEC article – 

· Draft of Advisory Letter to BOC ready
· All members in agreement and are not in favor of the installation of artificial turf. 
· Pollinator Garden at  NP – The EC will contact the Environmental Club at the high school, the Key Club, Youth Beyond Plastics as well as a student interested in volunteering to see if any of them would like to take on this project as a group.  
· Mayor’s Monarch Pledge:
· SRP would like the EC to take this action over.
· Tammy and Nicole went over the list of actions.
· EC should be able to do three actions.
· The Mayor will have to make the pledge.
· Would like to work with the DPW on some things that the town would need to do.
· Tammy has some ideas.  Steve will also look at the list.
· Tree protection is needed for the trees installed in  Dexheimer Park “Grove”- deer rubbing damage on a large % of them. Tammy will send an email to the STC to make sure they are aware of this.
Nature Preserve:

· Dr. Joseph Vespignani – tour the nature preserve with SQ/TL – date tbd in the spring.
EC Project Management – Status Reports:

1. RPPS meeting with Supt. Vespignani– tbd for spring.
2. Tamper Proof Screws – SQ has them.
3. NP Shed Shelving – WG said he has the supplies to install shelving. Will work on it when the weather warms up.
a. Tammy asked if the wheelbarrows could be kept more accessible when the shed is organized.
4. Chronolog – is in, MD will install.
5. Braille signs – Gary Terrarosa will install after signs are painted by SQ.
6. Trail Cameras – MD, Kent & SQ will install.
7. Tag Invasive Trees & label good stuff – LQ & TL (spring activity)
8. Organize Shed – RR would like to help. WG will work on shelves, lights, fan & shelving.
Miscellaneous:
· A plant giveaway might be a good thing to have at Earth Day – maybe volunteers could plant with the kids.
· Advertise at Earth Day that there will be a fall seed harvest session and then participants can come back in the winter to plant them.
· Advertise the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge on social media.
· Ask AG&E School if their students are interested in doing any planting or helping with the gardens?
· Purchase some binoculars for the NP that can be used at guided walks. Tammy will help Barbara with the order.
· Harry Menta suggested planting a tree in the NP in memory of Peter Garvey, a former longtime member.
· Plant a tree in memory of Officer Steven Fernander, Eagle Scout from Troop 3 that EC works with and brother of Stacy, the summer intern at the NP.
· If any members want to lead a walk at the NP, please select a date and let EC know to advertise it.
Report from Commissioner Gerken:

· Had a meeting with the DEP about raising of water level at NP.  Would like to block off the stream and allow more water.  They had a preliminary talk with the DEP, who said its not often that they have people trying to increase wetlands.

· Natural Resources Conservation Services – may get federal support, can’t be flooding people’s property.

The first meeting went well but need to hear from others.

· Islands on Overpeck Avenue are completed.  We now need to plant some trees on them.

· We have all approvals to start on first phase of CSO.
· First phase will consist of 8 blocks – Main, Eight, Seventh, Central, North.

Will put in separate storm water pipe, repair sewer pipe to make it stable, also work on manhole covers.

Rainwater needs to be treated now.  There will be 16 trees located on those blocks now.  STC already approved the trees.  Commissioner Gerken will send the final copy to the EC.  No DEP approval will be needed.  A lot more projects to come but it is a start.
· Starting a project to redesign the website.  Will bring in content creators for training.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Tammy Laverty and seconded by Nicole Terrarosa adjourning the meeting at 7:56 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.  Youth Beyond Plastics plan to attend this meeting.
Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind/Future Plans: (Note – not all dates have been confirmed yet.)
· 03/??/25 – Possible Clean-Up Day at Nature Preserve depending on weather

· 04/26/25 – Early Spring Flowers and Early Arriving Birds – Guided by Naturalist: Steve Quinn
· Spring   -  Schedule walk with Vision Loss Alliance when Braille signs are installed.
· 05/03/25 – Bird Migration – Guided by Naturalist: Steve Quinn 

· 05/24/25 – Native Trees of the RP Nature Preserve – Guided by Naturalist: John Anlian (check with JA)

· 06/07/25 – Identifying Birds by Their Songs – Guided by Naturalist: Steve Quinn

· 06/14/25 – Earth Day – Spring Wildflowers Walk will start the day.

· 06/28/25 – Spring Wildflowers and Nesting Birds – Guided by Naturalists: Kevin Avery & Tammy Laverty
· TBA       – The RP Nature Preserve in Summer – Guided by Naturalists: Tammy Laverty & Steve Quinn

ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME ON THE MAIN FLOOR OF THE CIVIC CENTER, 159 PARK STREET, THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 8 (Wednesday)
MAY 6




SEPTEMBER 2
FEBRUARY 4


JUNE 3
 



OCTOBER 7
MARCH 4


JULY 1 – IF NEEDED     

NOVEMBER 4 
APRIL 1

             AUGUST 5 – IF NEEDED 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING 
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