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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

January 16, 2025 
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Howie Jacobs, Gil Bell, Royce Morris, Barbara Steiner, Bella Wagner. Excused: Matthew Florio,  Mike Ruiz. Commissioner Wanda Portorreal was also present.
The minutes of the November 21, 2024, meeting were approved on a motion made by Gil Bell                    seconded by Royce Morris.  All were in favor of the motion. 
Correspondence:
1. 12/03/24 – email from Dr. Ferraro Re:  Please ask coaches to adhere to 9:30 completion time to give janitors time to clean the gym on weeknights.
2. 12/08/24 – letter from Fourth of July Citizens Committee Re:  Invitation to nominate a grand marshal.

3. 12/11/24 – email from Meghan Spears Re:  Donation in name of her father (forwarded to DPW & Commissioner)

4. 12/15/24 – email from Maira Arnaudo Re:  Info on Run Club, she would like to join.

5. 12/19/24 – email from Justin Herrick Re:  Thanks for organizing holiday display contest.
6. 12/20/24 – email from Elizabeth Van Geldren, Health Dept. Re:  Thank you for Wish Tree assistance.

7. 12/22/24 – email from Megan Velasquez Re: Holiday Display Prize – we love it!

8. 12/22/24 – email from Berlinda Rodriguez Re: Holiday Display Prize – we love the ornament & MK gift card!

9. 12/22/24 – email from Lisette & Felix Scull Re: Holiday Display Prize – thanks for the ornament & gift card.

10. 12/23/24 – email from Julie Rovito Re: Interested in reffing if needed, has a new number.
11. 12/24/24 – email from Elisa Rizzo Quinche Re: Holiday Display Prize – thank you for gift, we loved it!
12. 12/31/24 – copy of letter to Tara O’Grady Re: Failure to File Non-Disclosure Form by member.
13. 01/09/25 – email from Matt McArow Re:  COI for 2025

RP Running Club – No activity at this time.  Someone did email to say they were interested in joining, which was forwarded to Anthony Lopez.
Back-to-school giving tree – No activity at this time.

Wish Tree – There were 112 slots on the wish tree.  The on-line sign-up was available, and all names were taken pretty fast. Gifts were delivered to schools as they came in. Had lots of help with the deliveries from other town organizations (FD, PD, Board of Ed messenger, schools, volunteers to deliver to families without a car). RPEA gave a donation, which was a big help with last-minute additions or slots not returned.  Having labels ready as soon as gifts came in and boxes for each school helped tremendously this year. Social media did a nice post showing how it is a community-wide activity.  We will work on improving the screening system for next year. This year there were a few cases of people expecting to be on “the list for free gifts.”  The schools were very helpful in getting the correct families for the wish tree.  Setting the deadline earlier for the gifts to be returned also worked out great in eliminating a stressful, last-minute rush to get the gifts to the families.
While working on the wish tree, we learned that there were some senior citizens with no winter coats or warm hats and gloves.  We teamed up with the Key Club and PD to take care of this overseen need.  We offered to buy coats if any sizes were still needed after the collection.

A nice collaboration from working on the wish tree was working with the Masonic Lodge and their Christmas breakfast.  After stopping the breakfast during covid, they wanted to bring the event back but no longer had a contact to invite families to the breakfast.  We worked with the Masons and sent out invitations on their behalf and have now started a new partnership that we will continue with next year.  The PBA said they would be interested in providing gifts for Santa to give to the kids at the breakfast. It was a win-win situation all around.

Tree Lighting – December 1, 2024

· HS chorus and some seniors performed.
· Don Ingwerson supplied gift card. The winners were: 1) Lyla Cuello (Roosevelt) Runners up: Adalyn Ricardo (Roosevelt), June Campero(Grant), Angelina (Lincoln).
· Picked up some gift certificates to local businesses for runner-up prizes (Brownie Bar, Bob-O’s, Roll House).
· Had wands, necklaces, and glasses for giveaways – community service students handed out.
· 7-11 Slurpee’s
· Thank you notes were sent to everyone involved.

Ugly Sweater Contest –  run by business chamber. They also gave out hot chocolate and cookies.  They played some games for prizes as well as giving out three prizes for the ugly sweater contest - $100, $50, and $20.  Only 3 entries, so not sure if they will try again next year.
Holiday Display Contest – December 13, 14, 15
· Five winners received an ornament and a $50 gift card to a local business (IGA,  MK Valencia, Brownie Bar, Little Italy, 101 Chicken, Roll House) for 5 residential and one business winner, ornaments only for 5 honorable mentions.  All prizes were delivered to winners.
· Winners: 19 Grand Avenue, 23 Sixth Street, 52 Elm Street, 88 Overpeck Avenue, 45 Highland Place

· Honorable Mention Winners: 68 Seventh Street, 84 Paulison Avenue, 119 Brinkerhoff Street, 28 Grand Avenue, 114 Union Place

· Business Winner: Dayle's Village Flowers - 286 Teaneck Road
· Winners all seemed to enjoy the gift cards to local businesses.
Basketball:
· Regular Season 
· Division Heads Reports:

· Clinic – Royce

Girls 3/4 – Gil

Girls 5 - Matt
· Girls 6/7/8 – Bella
Boys 3/4 – Roderick

Boys 5/6 – Matt 
· Boys 7/8 – Bella – only division not participating in travel league, 6 teams will play each other.
· Mike – Referees
· Clinic – Royce said it has been very good.  There were a few late entrants.  Some younger kids signed up – one worked out, one did not.

· Girls 3/4 – Gil said it is going ok so far. The kids, parents, and coaches are well-behaved.  The site manager is good.

· Girls 5 – Matt does this division.  Appears to be going well so far. Mike Ruis does games and there seems to be no problems.

· Boys 3/4 – Roderick runs this division.  Kelly Russo is the site manager.  Seems to be going ok so far.

· Boys 5/6 – Matt does this division. Haven’t heard of any problems.
· Girls 6/7/8 – Too many travel girls are on one team.  Need to make sure it doesn’t happen again next year.

· Boys 7/8 – The division is fine.  The playing is fine.  There are bad fans.
· Received complaints about behavior of 7/8 boys during 6/7/8 girls’ games – they are making fun of the girls when they "don't play good" and taunting them at the games to the point that some don't feel comfortable playing at times.  They pretend to fight by the elevators, approach the girls after the games to tell them they aren't any good, etc. It's basically always the same "group" of boys that hang out together in the gym. The Site Manager has been talking to them. Diane will make a point to attend the next game to put a stop to this behavior.
· .Background checks – Diane has forwarded the name of the new company.
· Matt McArow gave this link for the videos: https://melsafetyinstitute.org/protection-safe-treatment-of-minors-policy/  
· Travel team Schedule after Rec season: 
· Girls 3/4 Coach Carlos Alvarez @ Roosevelt  Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

· Girls 7/8 Al Ramirez @ Lincoln Tuesdays/Thursdays 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 7/8 Coach Deinde Otuyelu @ Lincoln  Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

· Boys 5 Coach Matt Florio @ Grant Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. /Lincoln Fridays 6:30-9:00 pm  

· T2S Basketball – handled by Larry Umana and Nate Lopez.
· Saturday Night Hoops –

· Season to run 1/18 – 4/5.
· Currently, there are 25 players, needs 35.
Fourth of July – selecting grand marshal in June.
Rag-A-Muffin – October 25, 2025
Easter Egg Hunt – April 19, 2025

Tennis – No activity at this time.


Adult Yoga –  held at the library.
Women’s Taekwondo – will start up again in spring.

Archery –  will restart in the spring.

· The Building Dept. has shut down the long range until a written engineering report is received. 
Commissioner Portorreal was asked to get an engineer to advise what needs to be done to    open the longer range.   

· Gave out 6 free turkey/ham to winners.  Will use a gift card to IGA next year as prize.
· Rec currently shares its container with other organizations.  Needs to be just archery because weapons are stored in the container and Rec needs to have control over who enters the container and to make sure they are secure at all times. BOR explained the danger to Commissioner Portorreal.
· Shed was ordered and came in. Container for shirts was ordered and came in.
· Targets, mats & supplies are ready for next season.

· Adult/Family  Activities – Family Fun Olympics 8/9/25 – no activity at this time.
Financial report – 

Beginning balance as of 11/1/24




                           $26,812.29
Deposits (archery, basketball registrations, reimbursements, 11/30 interest $85.20)      2,591.09
Expenses: 





   
                                                  -10,666.34
Debit Purchase Cutting Edge Archery shirts (reimbursable)                     69.84
Debit Purchase Lancaster Archery (reimbursable)
                           441.47
Debit Purchase MK Valencia prize (reimbursable)
  
                  50.00
Parties for Peanuts (Rag-A-Muffin – reimbursable)
                        1,005.00

Rag-A-Muffin candy, refreshments, coffee with mayor (reimbursable)    578.03

Cyborgraphics (basketball uniforms, shirts, hoodies)                            8,320.00

Basketball Logo





                           100.00

Rachel Lee (2023-24 bball 6 games, 2 playoffs)                                      102.00

Balance as of 11/30/24






                             $18,737.04
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Beginning balance as of 12/1/24                                                                                   $18,737.04  
Deposits (registration fees, reimbursements, donation to uniforms,

 Donation to wish tree from RPEA, interest 12/31 of $68.59)



            4,749.32     
Expenses:
Wish tree gifts (from donation funds), prizes for tree lighting, house decorating,                                  

 Janitors gift (reimbursable), bball uniforms, hoodies to Cyborgraphics $2,838.50  - 4,427.32

Balance as of 12/31/24                                                                                           
         $18,059.37
A motion was made by Gil Bell and seconded by Bella Wagner to accept the financial report. All were in favor of the motion.
Old Business – none.
New Business – The next safety meeting is scheduled for March 4, 2025, 10:00 a.m.
The Board of Recreation discussed the lack of storage space for the Board of Recreation as well as a meeting place. There is no place for the Board to store its file cabinets, records and supplies.  The Board’s things are scattered all over the building as well as at various locations.  Board supplies are now stored at the bottom of the staircase in an unsecured area. The Board also cannot meet when it wants because it has to wait for others to use the location before it can schedule anything. There are activities the Board cannot hold because there is no location for the Board to hold these activities.  Commissioner Portorreal advised she will look for workable solutions for the Board.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. on a motion made by Bella Wagner and seconded by Barbara Steiner.  All were in favor of the motion.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 20, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.









Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner Wanda Portorreal


Barbara DeLuca
MEETING DATES FOR 2025
ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE CIVIC CENTER, UPSTAIRS, LOCATED AT 159 PARK STREET ON THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 16

APRIL 17 
JULY – NO MEETING


OCTOBER 16
FEBRUARY 20

MAY 15
 AUGUST – NO MEETING

NOVEMBER 20             

MARCH  20          
JUNE 19
SEPTEMBER 11 (2ND Thurs) 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING

