
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, February 4, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

January 8, 2025
Tammy Laverty called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty,  Rita Raftery, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa. Also present was Commissioner Gerken. Excused: Stephen Quinn, Linda Quinn, Harry Menta, Lisa Rehm, Dan Raftery, Michelle DeLuca.   
Hearing of Citizens:  None. 
A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Rita Raftery to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2024, meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

EC Account : total adj budget for 2024 $12,000.00 Balance as of 12/31/24: $3,728.88

Nature Preserve Account: total adj budget for 2024 $8,000.00 Balance as of 12/31/24  -$959.82.
PO#60206 - $     93.62 – Amazon – Kiosk and littering supplies

PO#60355 - $   199.00 – Amazon – Bird Buddy for NP

PO#60354 - $   409.00 – Prairie Moon Nursery, Inc. – Seed for NP

PO#60469 - $     34.99 – This & That Hardware – Bins for bird seed

PO#60619 - $3,500.00 – Schifano Landscaping – Bamboo removal 8/29 & 8/30
6. Correspondence: 

1. Memo dated 10/09/24 from Tara O’Grady Re:  Appointment of Michelle DeLuca as Alternate Member

2. Email dated 10/04/24 from Alina Duran Re: Nature Preserve Photo Contest Update & Judging Invitation

      3. Email dated 10/04/24 from Tammy Laverty Re: Short Spiffing Up Session on 10/9/24.

      4. Email dated 10/09/24 from Mourupa Ghosh, founder of the Bergen Youth local group of Beyond Plastics, a  

          nationwide organization dedicated to ending plastic pollution Re: Interested in Clean-Up at NP.

     5.  Email dated 10/23/24 from Tammy Laverty Re:  Native Plant Winter Seeding program – save transparent gallon 

          jugs.

     6. Email dated 10/23/24 from Nicole Terrarosa Re:  Copy of Email from Wild Birds Unlimited – Newly Proposed NJ Bird

         Feeding Law (BllA360) making it illegal to put bird feeds up from 4/1 – 11/30 unless bird feeders are suspended 10.  

         feet in the air.  

    7.  Email dated 10/25/24 from Sarah Profitt Re: School lunch related litter in NP.

         Michelle and Barbara are working on this.  Michelle has started posting about litter and has spoken with students.

    8.  Email dated 10/30/24 from SQ to Commissioners Gerken & Anlian Re:  Proposed Feeding of Wildlife Ordinance

    9.  Email dated 11/01/24 from Commissioner Gerken Re: Enclosing following ordinances for feedback from EC. 

        Our lawyers have reviewed the NJ DEP Wastewater Municipal Management web site and created these seven 
        ordinances listed below:

Ord # 2024-11     Containerized Yard Waste

Ord # 2024-12     Pet Waste

Ord # 2024-13     Feeding of Wildlife

Ord # 2024-14     Dumping of Waste

Ord # 2024-15     Littering

Ord # 2024-16     Illicit Connections

Ord # 2024-17     Private Retrofitting

All of these ordinances need to be approved by the Board of Commissioners in order for us to obtain the renewal of our Wastewater Permit.
     10 .Email dated 12/02/24 from NT Re:  Bergen County Audubon Grants – forwarded to Lisa Rehm.

11. Email dated 12/04/24 from Mourupa Ghosh, lead of Bergen County Youth Beyond Plastics. Re:  Thank you for letting them do the clean-up on 11/16/24. They would like to participate in Earth Day and any future plantings.

12. Email dated 12/05/24 from Commissioner Gerken attaching copies of proposed Wildlife Feeding Ordinances, exempting the Nature Preserve.

13. Email dated 12/16/24 from Sofia Salamanca, a senior at Bergen County Academies Re:  Wants to Volunteer

14. Email dated 12/26/24 from Tammy Laverty Re: Purchased additional seed for feeders in the amount of $51.37.

15. Email dated 12/26/24 from Sarah Profitt Re: Dead deer at NP. 

a. This is most likely from a coyote, which are very helpful in reducing the number of deer in the NP and preventing the forested areas from being over browsed by too many deer. It is just the circle of life, the way nature works.  Visitors to NP can be assured that coyotes are NOT a danger to people and visitors should feel VERY lucky if they are able to see one in the wild.
16. Email dated 12/27/24 from Scott Marsh Re: Goose Management Meeting.

17. Email dated 01/07/25 from Joe D’Angeli Re: Special Bat Area – seems someone cleared it and took down the trees and possibly the bats themselves – who is responsible?

a. TL went down to check the area today.  It did not look bad to her.  She recently saw ducks swimming in the water.  The EC will contact Joe to find out what he saw that looked bad, and exactly where he looked.
Old Business:

· Suggested Donations – Michelle, Harry, and Tammy working on a list for suggested donations.
· Matt Graves – will check with Vision Loss Alliance about leading them on a walk of the NP and braille signage in Spring. He said they want to go for a walk when the NP is ready.
· Update on Possible Funding - Lisa Rehm working on this. Waiting for 2025 grants to come out.
· Garden Visits – EC to collaborate with SRP in 2025 to visit various garden plantings in RP. EC will wait to hear back from SRP on coordination of this activity. 

· Winter Sowing – January 22, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. lower level of civic center – save your clear gallon containers.
There are currently 35 containers available to use. The EC needs to get 2 cubic feet of soil.  Nicole hung flyers in the stores.  22 people have expressed interest in attending.
· Newsletter Deadlines – Need to get 2025 dates.
· Fall Fishing Derby – cancelled due to lack of staffing. 

· April 22 – Earth Day – last meeting NT suggested having a town clean-up day and inviting other organizations to join in (FYI – Easter Egg hunt is 4/19, Easter 4/20). EC will write to the Business Chamber to see if they want to participate by cleaning up the areas in front of their storefronts.  EC will have a clean-up day at NP.
· Super Fund Meetings – TL attended the first meeting and found it interesting.  Will wait to hear dates of any future meetings.
Nature Preserve:

· Vote taken on seed purchase of:

 2 orders of Shady Woodland Seed Mix @ $140.00 for a total of $280.00 and1 order of Seed Mix Enhancement for Woodland @ $119.00, for a total order of $399.00.

· Yes votes: Tammy, Harry, Nicole, Rita, Matt, Linda, Steve.

· Seeds were planted on 12/15/24 by SQ and TL.
· Per email dated 10/3/24 from Alina Duran

Mr. Colletto, the Digital Photography Teacher, has developed the criteria and flyer for the first round of the photo contest series to promote the nature preserve. This will be the first of three seasonal rounds of photo contests, which will culminate in an Earth Day celebration on April 30th. As part of the Earth Day celebration, we will present students with part of their prizes and acknowledge their work. The winners will also have their photos posted at the entrance of the Nature Preserve, and throughout the school building during the year. SQ will serve as a judge.
· Litter in NP – Michelle made up a leave no trace poster, also working on littering posters as well as spoken to students.  Working with the Environmental Club at the HS. Spoke with school and advised that the EC is now getting emails from residents about the lunch room litter in the NP. Ordered some supplies to leave trash bags to encourage people to clean up when they go for a walk.

· 06/03/25 – 2d anniversary of NP – think of event to hold, one suggestion was maybe holding a Bio-Blast Day.

· EC always looking for members to be learn how to do tours so there can be more events.

· Regular Clean-up Days – EC will schedule a monthly clean-up day for whoever is available to keep maintenance low.  The first Sunday of the month – 10:00 a.m. – shouldn’t take more than 1-2 hours if kept up. 
· Smart Bird Feeder with Camera – Michelle is in charge of this.  She will try it out in the NP.
· Chronolog –  Michelle will be in charge of the chronolog.
· Bird feeders – TL handles feeders. She got bins to store the bird seed in.
· Leave No Trace Guidelines for the Ridgefield Park Nature Preserve – Michelle produced guidelines and is having them printed in poster size for the kiosks.
8. New Business:
· Coffee with the Mayor – EC will be the guest at a future session.
· Fighting Artificial Turf – ANJEC article – Webinar on 12/4/24

This online seminar is the perfect introduction to artificial turf, and will cover a broad overview of the issue, environmental harms, health and public safety impacts, financial costs versus alternatives, and what you can do to fight it in your town or municipality like supporting state legislation or pursuing a local ordinance. Attendees will be able to hear directly from local residents who have experience fighting turf fields. This presentation is open and free to all and will be followed by a brief question and answer session. 
A recording of the webinar can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIzHb-T4lJs. 
www.sierraclub.org/new-jersey/say-no-artificial-turf. The attachment was emailed to all members.

· Pollinator Garden at  NP – see if students from the high school can get involved in maintaining this. We need the next generation to see that these environmental treasures continue. EC will contact the Environmental Club at the high school, the Key Club, Youth Beyond Plastics as well as a student interested in volunteering to see if any of them would like to take on this project as a group.  The EC will ask these groups to respond by 1//31/25, and also let them know someone will give them guidance on what they need to do.
Nature Preserve:

· Dr. Joseph Vespignani – tour the nature preserve with SQ – date tbd in the spring.
· 10/9/24 – Tammy Laverty and several other members held a short spiffing up session at the NP.
· 11/16/24 – Clean-up Day @ Nature Preserve with Bergen Youth Beyond Plastics 9:00 a.m.
· Went very well, 20 students showed up who were hardworking & interested in the NP.
· Discussion on proposed Feeding Wildlife Ordinance 2024-13 – public hearing was November 12 @ 7:00 pm 
· Commissioner Gerken said the ordinances have been approved but changes can be made if needed. He also advised that they added an exclusion for the nature preserve. RP can now apply for the wastewater permits. 
EC Project Management – Status Reports:

1. RPPS meeting with Supt. Vespignani– tbd for spring
2. Tamper Proof Screws – SQ has them.
3. EC Events – BD, MD, TL, HM – proposed schedule is ready.
4. NP Shed Shelving – WG said he has the supplies to install shelving. Will work on it when weather warms up.
a. Tammy asked if the wheelbarrows could be kept more accessible when the shed is organized.
5. NP Events – BD, MD, TL, HM – preliminary schedule is ready.
6. Chronolog – is in, MD will install.
7. Braille signs – Gary Terrarosa will install after signs are painted by SQ.
8. Trail Cameras – MD, Kent & SQ will install.
9. Tag Invasive Trees & label good stuff – LQ & TL (spring activity)
10. Organize Shed – RR would like to help. WG will work on shelves, lights, fan & shelving.
Elections to be held for Chair and Vice Chair.
.

Nominations for Chair:  Tammy Laverty nominated Stephen Quinn, which was seconded by Rita Raftery.  All were in favor of the motion.
Nominations for Vice Chair: Matt Graves nominated Tammy Laverty, which was seconded by Rita Raftery.  All were in favor of the motion.  
There being no further business, a motion was made by Rita Raftery and seconded by Matt Graves adjourning the meeting at 8:01 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.  Matt Graves  advised he will be away for the February meeting.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind/Future Plans:
· 1/12/25 – Bergen County Audubon NJ Meadowlands Eagle Festival 10AM – 12PM

· 1/18/25 – Bergen County Audubon Bird Count
· 1/22/25 – Winter Sowing of Native Seeds – 7:00 p.m. in lower level of civic center

· 5/31/25 – Earth Day 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE MAIN FLOOR OF THE CIVIC CENTER, 159 PARK STREET, THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 8 (Wednesday)
MAY 6




SEPTEMBER 2
FEBRUARY 4


JUNE 3
 



OCTOBER 7
MARCH 4


JULY 1 – IF NEEDED     

NOVEMBER 4 
APRIL 1

             AUGUST 5 – IF NEEDED 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING 
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