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NEXT MEETING: October 27, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m. in the court room of the municipal building
VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK
MINUTES OF THE GREEN TEAM
September 22, 2022 
Leslie Olson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were: Harry Menta, Leslie Olson, Dennise Santana, Dan Raftery.  Absent:  Diane Mancini, Berlinda Rodriguez, Dyan Thiemann, Ex Officio Members.  Excused:  Veronica Leone, Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Janet Malool, Janet Harris, Nicole Terrarosa, Rita Raftery, Gloria Rivera. No guests present. 
The minutes of the August 25, 2022, meeting were approved on a motion by Leslie Olson and seconded by Dennise Santana.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of bills:
PO#50232 - $250.00 – Riedel Sign Co. – Green Fair sign
PO#50305 – $45.00 – Riedel Sign Co.– Sign for Mayor’s Monarch garden

Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
Correspondence: None received.
Reports: 
Financial: Nothing new to report.

EPS Recycling: nothing new to report, going well. 
Swap & Shop: scheduled for 9/24/22

· high school will send eight volunteers
· Leslie will remind high school volunteers
· GT has five racks available
· Duffy Movers sent 5 boxes
· Zing Coffee will be there for 45 minutes
· Janet Malool will have info about adopt-a-park.
· Dennise will supply the music.
· Members to come for shifts they selected.
· Invited GTs from other towns, not sure who will be present.
· High school students will show how to make bags from t-shirts
Health Fair: scheduled for 10/1/22

· Dennise has been in contact with group called CNA and several of them would like to participate in health fair next year.  The Health Dept. should get involved with this group.
· 31 different tables confirmed right now

· Permission given by Commissioner to purchase light snacks for health fair

· Blood drive going well, close to reaching donor goal set by American Red Cross

· High school is sending students from Future Medical Career

New Business:
1. Monthly Article Posted on GT site – Harry Menta suggested article on No PETS allowed to explain recycling better.  Winter could have an article on George Cooke.
2. There will be a new sticker system for recycling that the DPW will begin at the start of the new year. There will be various stickers to inform residents of different status of their garbage/recycling.
· Warning residents to remove white goods, computers, television, electronic equipment that was placed at curb without first notifying DPW.
· Warning residents that garbage containers/dumpster is unacceptable and must be replaced/repaired.
· Recycling notice that the container was not collected because it had not been properly prepared and/or contains non-recyclable material and that plastic bags cannot be used to hold or be mixed in without your recyclable items.
· Warning residents they are in violation of Village ordinance for specific reasons such as:
garbage/recyclables put out on unscheduled pick-up day; non-recyclable material found in recycling container; yard waste was put in street; unscheduled white goods, metals, tires, logs put at curb; batteries, paint cans, antifreeze, cooking oil, propane and helium must be brought to recycling center;  building materials and concrete are not picked up at curb; homeowner must be doing all the work themselves; homeowner must show valid building permit and proof of residency; no commercial vehicles, dump trucks, cube trucks or contractors; vehicle must belong to the homeowner.

· Violations can be issued for failure to follow these regulations.

3. Dennise brought up something she learned about that is called “Wishcycling” where people are trying to do the right thing because they wish items are recyclable but they really are not.  It might be a good topic to explore in the future. It could be a good outreach topic to educate the public about and would be worth 10 points under SJ.

4. Quick Review of SJ Actions – there was a short discussion on SJ actions that need to be completed and some that need to be worked on for next year because they are expiring. Most people know their assignments for next year.
As a reminder, upcoming events to remember:
· Open Mic night at library – September 23 – advertise Green Fair/Clothing Swap and Health Fair/Blood Drive – possibly use A-frame sign
October
5. Wednesday, October 5th – 7:30pm – PAC meeting at civic center
· Saturday, October 29 11am – 1:30pm – Rag-A-Muffin Parade. Euclid Avenue & Hobart Street.
November & December
· Saturday, November 5th 10am – 4pm – Ridgefield Park Arts Association Holiday Market. Fellowship Park on Bergen Avenue 

· Saturday, November 12th 10am – 1pm – Paper Shredding Event and Hard Plastic Collection. DPW, 24 Industrial Avenue.  Bring a box of cereal for the food pantry.
· Monday, November 21st through Friday, December 9th   Festival of Wreaths. Ridgefield Park Public Library, 107 Cedar Street
· Sunday, December 4th – 5:30pm – Tree Lighting in front of municipal building
· Friday Evening, December 9th 7pm  - Wreath Extravaganza (when all wreath winners are announced).  Ridgefield Park Public Library, 107 Cedar Street
A motion was made by Harry Menta and seconded by Dan Raftery to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion.
The next meeting is scheduled for October 27, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the court room of the municipal building. 
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara DeLuca
Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson
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