
COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
RIDGEFIELD PARK
September 14, 2010

7:30 PM

Mayor Fosdick announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the “Open 
Public Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10 4-6 et seq.” notice of which was sent to the Record and 
the Star Ledger on December 28, 2009 and was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board.

ROLL CALL
Those present were Commissioner Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick in 
the Chair. Also present: William Betesh, Esq., and Deborah Fehre

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was led by Mayor Fosdick.
Mayor Fosdick requested that everyone remain standing for a moment of silent thought to 
remember Leonard Hatton, FBI agent and resident of Ridgefield Park, who lost his life 
with the many other victims of September 11, 2001. He also asked all to remember 
Bonnie Vogt, former Mayor Ross Vogt’s wife, and Joan McIntyre, wife of former 
Commissioner Eugene McIntyre.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Commissioner Boyd seconded by Commissioner MacNeill to approve the 
minutes of the Commissioners Regular Meeting of August 10, 2010.  On roll call 
Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”

Motion by Commissioner Boyd seconded by Commissioner MacNeill to approve the 
minutes of the Commissioners Closed Session Meeting of August 10, 2010.  On roll call 
Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”

SPECIAL REPORTS
Promotions Ridgefield Park Police Department

Sergeant Charles Gneiding to Lieutenant
Officer Brian Hippe to Sergeant

Mayor Fosdick announced that both officers would be formally sworn in and anyone who 
wished to take pictures or move around should feel welcomed to do so.

Mrs. Fehre administered the Oath of Office to Lieutenant Gneiding and he was pinned by 
his wife and daughter. He introduced his family and thanked everyone for coming out. 

Mrs. Fehre administered the Oath of Office to Sergeant Hippe and he was pinned by his 
fiancé. He thanked everyone especially the school administration and his brother Daniel.

Dr. Richardson, Superintendent of Schools in Ridgefield Park, stated that the police are 
adjunct teachers in the school system. These promotions along with the other promotions 
speak volumes for the Mayor and Commissioners’ relationship with the school district. 
He said thank you, we are very proud.

Mayor Fosdick congratulated Lieutenant Gneiding and Sergeant Hippe on their 
promotions. He stated that they earned their positions. During the process it was noted 
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that the Police Department has been a fine department since 1893. We are moving ahead 
with accreditation, we are proud of all of you. The community expects officers with 
integrity and intellect. The interview and testing were strenuous intellectual endeavors. 
Officer must also be physically fit. They need motivation, which shows who likes their 
job and who just does their job. Another great accomplishment for our community is the 
award of the Blue Ribbon School. Once we are at the top we want to stay at the top. On 
behalf of the Village thank you for being who you are.

Lieutenant Gneiding invited everyone, on behalf of himself and Sergeant Hippe, to the 
Knights of Columbus hall to celebrate.       

Mayor Fosdick called for a brief recess at 7:54 p.m.
The meeting resumed at 8:07 p.m.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
Motion by Commissioner Boyd seconded by Commissioner MacNeill to approve the 
payment of bills in the amount of $5,125,987.58.

On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted 
“YEA”.

CORRESPONDENCE
Ridgefield Park Heavy Rescue Squad:

Accept new member Carlos Munon
Accept resignation of member Michael Pizzorusso

On a motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Anlian, Carlos Munon 
was accepted as a member of the Ridgefield Park Heavy Rescue Squad and the 
resignation of Michael Pizzorusso from the Rescue Squad was accepted.

On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted 
“YEA”.

Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Hose Co. No. 4:
Accept reinstatement of member Richard Burke

On a motion by Mayor Fosdick, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill, Richard Burke’s 
reinstatement as a member of the Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Hose Co. 
No. 4 was accepted.

On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted 
“YEA”.

Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Hook & Ladder Co. No. 2:
Accept reinstatement of member Peter B. Fenske

On a motion by Mayor Fosdick, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill, Peter B. Fenske’s 
reinstatement as a member of the Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Hook & 
Ladder Co. No. 2 was accepted.
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On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted 
“YEA”.

HEARING OF CITIZENS
JoAnn Feehan updated the Commissioners on the status of “Relay for Life”. They earned 
$56,000.00 for the American Cancer Society. She would like to have a second “Relay for 
Life” on June 10, 2011. They have been officially adopted by Channel 12 and will have 
news coverage. The website is up; she would like to confirm date to put on website. For 
next year’s event she will be partnering with her daughter. 

The Commissioners agreed to pass a resolution approving the date. Commissioner Boyd 
suggested that “Relay for Life” secure a table at the upcoming Street Fair.

Two residents complained about a neighbor who has 15 dogs. Five are licensed and ten 
are puppies. The ordinance permits three licenses. There are three in a cage that bark 
constantly and there is an issue with the yard not being kept clean. They are not saying he 
has to get rid of the dogs, but the area smells, has flies, and is not well kept.

Commissioner MacNeill reported that the Building Department has issued two 
summonses; one for a business in the home and one for over three dogs. The resident has 
agreed not to breed more dogs. Today was the last day to clean up the yard; we will 
follow up on that.
 
Ray Ziemba, resident, questioned the Mayor on a statement he made regarding the budget 
process. 

The Mayor clarified that he had stated at the budget hearing, if any resident had a viable 
suggestion, they would delay adopting the budget and consider the suggestion; however 
no residents presented any suggestions.

Mr. Ziemba then inquired about Commissioner reports.

Mayor Fosdick responded that reports are give during the caucus meetings with 
department heads present. Commissioner Anlian added that because they are not 
political, there is no grandstanding at the Regular Meetings of the Commissioners. 

Mr. Ziemba commented on taxes and businesses on Mt. Vernon Street.

Commissioner Anlian explained binding arbitration and costs that are beyond the 
Commissioners’ and School Board’s control. He stated that the Village has two new 
residents because of the excellent school system.

Mayor Fosdick stated that on any given year there is an average of 50-75 homes sold in 
Ridgefield Park. The Sunday paper reported 55 home sales for the Village, which is 
consistent with the empirical data. He then added that there will be a Fall Festival on 
October 30, 2010, which will promote what is available in the Village. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION

2010.7 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Article XII of Chapter 197 
of the Code of the Village of Ridge field Park, entitled “Vehicles and 
Traffic” (fees and fines)

Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be given its first reading.  So ordered. 

Commissioner MacNeill read the said ordinance by title.  

Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, published in the 
Record Newspaper on September 17, 2010 and posted on the Village Bulletin Board by the 
Village Clerk. The public hearing will be held on September 28, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Anlian.

On roll call:
Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.

2010.8 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Article XIII of Chapter 
197 of the Code of the Village of Ridge field Park, entitled “Vehicles and 
Traffic” (loading zones)

Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be given its first reading.  So ordered. 

Commissioner MacNeill read the said ordinance by title.  

Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, published in the 
Record Newspaper on September 17, 2010 and posted on the Village Bulletin Board by the 
Village Clerk. The public hearing will be held on September 28, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Anlian.

On roll call:
Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.

2010.9 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 362 of the Code 
of the Village of Ridge field Park, entitled “Towing and Storage” 

Commissioner Boyd moved the ordinance be given its first reading.  So ordered. 

Commissioner Boyd read the said ordinance by title.  



September 14, 2010

Commissioner Boyd moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, published in the 
Record Newspaper on September 17, 2010 and posted on the Village Bulletin Board by the 
Village Clerk. The public hearing will be held on September 28, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Anlian.

On roll call:
Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.

Resolution No. 1 Authorize the release of Request for Proposals re: Ridgefield 
Park Redevelopment Plan 

Mayor Fosdick explained the availability of the vacant parcels on Challenger Road. The 
Village is not selling which would be a short term solution financially, they are leasing.

Motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill to approve 
Resolution No. 1.  On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor 
Fosdick voted “YEA”.

Mayor Fosdick announced that all business is considered to be routine in nature and will 
be enacted in one motion.  Any item may be removed for separate consideration. 

Resolution No. 2 Appoint Jeff Hoffman Alternate Member Ridgefield Park Historic 
Preservation Commission

Resolution No 3 - Authorize Agreement to Renew Membership in the South Bergen 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund

Resolution No. 4  - Authorize Contract of Action Data Services to provide increased 
services to Payroll and Finance Department   

Resolution No. 5 - Authorize parking facility for the Bergen County sponsored “South 
Side Johnny Concert” on September 24, 2010

Resolution No 6 - Cancellation of overpayments on taxes in prior years

Resolution No 7 - Authorize expenditure of Community Development Funds for 
Preston Street Improvements

Resolution No 8 Authorize expenditure of Community Development Funds for 
Bergen Avenue Improvements

Motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Boyd,  that 
the Consent Agenda be approved.  On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, 
Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.
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ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Boyd the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

/s/John H. Anlian_________
Commissioner

/s/Margaret R. Boyd______
Commissioner

/s/ Hugo R. Poli___________
Commissioner

/s/Adam A. MacNeill________
Commissioner

/s/ George D. Fosdick______
Mayor

/s/ Deborah L. Fehre
Interim Village Clerk


