
COMMISSIONERS CAUCUS MEETING MINUTES 
RIDGEFIELD PARK 

March 8, 2012 
7:00 PM 

   
Mayor Fosdick announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the “Open 
Public Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10 4-6 et seq.” notice of which was sent to the Record, and 
the Star Ledger on December 28, 2011 and was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Those present were Commissioners Anlian (7:21), Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor 
Fosdick in the Chair.   
 
Also present: Philip Boggia, Esq., Edward Rose, Police Chief, Eugene McIntyre, Project 
Coordinator, Alan O’Grady, DPW Superintendent, Tara O’Grady, Deputy Clerk, Alex 
Barrese, Auditor, and Deborah Fehre, Interim Clerk 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Commissioner Boyd seconded by Commissioner Poli to approve the minutes 
of the Caucus Meeting of February 23, 2012  
 
On roll call, Commissioners Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.   
Absent: Commissioner Anlian 
 
Motion by Commissioner Boyd seconded by Commissioner Poli to approve the minutes 
of the Closed Session Meeting of February 23, 2012  
 
On roll call, Commissioners Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.   
Absent: Commissioner Anlian 
 
FINANCE INFORMATION 
Commissioner Boyd discussed the procedure regarding budget requests. She stated that at the 
previous meeting she distributed the budget work sheets, which had been submitted to her, back 
to the Commissioners who submitted them, with the comment to call her with any input.  She 
then read the job description regarding Revenue and Finance: 
 
THAT the Board of Commissioners does determine the powers and duties to be performed by the 
Department of Revenue and Finance and does assign such powers and duties to such Department 
as follows: 
 
SAID Department shall have control and jurisdiction of all matters relating to the Collection of 
Taxes, Elections, Village Clerk, Village Attorney, legal affairs of the Village, the collection and 
custody of revenue and other monies of the Village and disbursement of same as hereinafter 
provided by law, and such other agencies departments, boards, employees, or officers whose 
functions or duties may be pertinent hereto or have to do with revenue and finance of the Village, 
and the Director of the Department of Revenue and Finance shall manage supervise, and direct 
the said Department and the various officers and employees. 
 
THE Director of said Department shall have all the powers and duties possessed by the Treasurer 
of the Village of Ridgefield Park in the Township of Overpeck, prior to the Fourth day of June 
1912, and the Director of the Department of Revenue and Finance is hereby appointed Treasurer 
of the Village of Ridgefield Park. 
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Commissioner MacNeill discussed his memo regarding various budgetary lines within his 
departments. He would like the amounts assigned as he requested. He stated that, if necessary, he 
would inquire with the DCA regarding preparation of the budget. It was agreed to go over the 
individual line items at a budget workshop after the budget was introduced. Alex Barrese, 
Auditor, stated that the Commissioners may do this. 
 
Mr. Barrese informed the Commissioners that the budget increase was 1.4%, with a tax levy for 
1.16%; the difference was appropriated from surplus to offset the increase to taxpayers.    
 
Alex Barrese left the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Requests for Proposals Re: Challenger Road Development 
 
The Mayor asked if there was any discussion on the RFP’s for the redevelopment of Challenger 
Road. No Discussion necessary at this time. 
 
Eugene McIntyre left the meeting at 7:34 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Correspondence from Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Truck Company No. 1 – 
Changes in Membership 
 
Mrs. Fehre read the two letters from Truck Company No. 1 informing the Commissioners that 
Dan O’Shea Jr. and Liam O’Shea were removed, with regret, from the rolls of the Company. 
  
 
Motion by Mayor Fosdick, seconded by Commissioner Boyd, to accept the changes in 
membership with regret.  
 
On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli, and Mayor Fosdick voted 
“YEA”. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
02-45 BC Freeholders – Approved Resolutions and Adopted Ordinances - Informational 
 
02-46 SBJIF – 2012 Budget Incentive Plan - Informational 
 
02-47 NJLM Mayors Advisory – State Budget goes to Legislature - Informational 
 
02-48 NJLM Mayors Advisory – FY 2013 State Aid Released Language for Best Practices - 

Informational 
 
02-49 James Donohue, Principal – Invitation to RP High School Re: Senator Sarlo’s visit – 

Commissioners invited, Mayor will be going 
 
02-50 Philip Boggia, Esq. – Copy of Correspondence re: Challenger Road Development - letter 

asking McNerney Associates to analyze financials re: RFP’s received 
 
02-51 Littler Ferry Borough – Introduction of Land Use Ordinance - Informational 
 
02-52 Carlstadt Borough – Resolution in Opposition to United Water Rate Increase - 

Informational 
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02-53 Kathleen Donovan, BC Executive – Invitation to Meet with Mayor and Other Officials - 
hold  

 
02-54 Marlene Caride, Assemblywoman – 2011 Property Tax Reimbursement (Senior Freeze) - 

Informational 
 
02-55 Bergen/Passaic Arts & Science Charter School – Permission to use Village Property – 

Okay to put resolution on Agenda for Tuesday’s meeting 
 
02-56 NJLM Mayors Advisory - Updates posted on DLGS Website - Informational 
 
02-57 Kenneth Ochab, AICP, P.P. – Affordable Housing Regulations – discussion included 

correspondence 03-13 as well, Village should explore ways to commit COAH funds. The 
League is petitioning the State for more time. DCA wanted funds spent; however the 
issue may change with the abolishment of DCA taking over for COAH. Mrs. Fehre 
should contact Mr. Stefanile to call Mayor Fosdick regarding rehabilitation plans for 
affordable housing.   

 
02-58 Kenneth Ochab – Proposal for Analysis of Residential Development – Okay to put 

resolution to approve on Tuesday’s meeting agenda 
 
02-59 NJLM Mayors Advisory – S-533 “Common Sense Shared Services Act” Advances - 

Informational 
 
02-60 NJLM Mayors Advisory – Important Decision re: OPRA and Mailing Lists – seniors, 

who signed up for Union County newsletter, names and addresses are public. Renna v. 
County of Union 

         
02-61 USPS – Customer Meetings Re: Details of proposed Consolidation of Services – 

Informational 
 
03-01 NJLM Membership Advisory – Conflict Resolution during the Shared Service Process - 

Informational 
 
03-02 New Milford Borough – Resolution Reaffirming Res. 2012:64 Anti-Semitism and 

Hateful Acts Against any Religion or Ethnic group - Informational 
 
03-03 NJDEP, Green Acres – Ridgefield Park Nature Preserve Survey Items to be Addressed – 

Commissioner Anlian spoke to Mr. Stefanile and Mr. Ochab, Green Acres wants new 
deeds to reflect Green Acres needs. Mr. Ochab will send details to Mr. Boggia. 

 
03-04 Boswell Engineering – Pre-construction Meeting Re: Main Street Bypass and Bergen 

Avenue Improvements – Mr. O’Grady informed the commissioners that the project 
should start at the end of the month, paving done by mid-April. 

 
03-05 NJLM Mayors Advisory – S-1451 Reforms to the Open Public Meeting Act – 

Commissioners discussed the ramifications of this new bill which would negate the 
Village system of a workshop meeting followed by the regular meeting five days later. 
This bill would make local government inefficient, limiting discussions and actions in a 
timely manner. A resolution from the League is expected. Commissioners will support 
resolution and contact senators.  

 
03-06 NJLM Mayors Advisory – Assembly Budget Committee to Review Energy Tax Issue - 

Informational 
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03-07 NJLM Mayors Advisory – Bloustein School’s 20th Anniversary Celebration - 
Informational 

 
03-08 NJLM Mayors Advisory - S-743 & A-1338, Extends and Expands Permit Extension Act 

of 2008 - Informational 
 
03-09 NJLM Mayors Advisory – Online Registration Available for Senate and Assembly 

Committees re: Governor’s Proposed State Budget - Informational 
 
03-10 BCUA – Sewer Connection Fee – Municipal Incentive Program Rebate 
 
03-11 NJLM Mayors Advisory – Permit Extension Bill Advances in Senate, “new Jersey 

Residential Transformation Act” advances in Assembly - Informational 
 
03-12 NJLM Mayors Advisory – OPRA and OPMA Reforms – Bills Released from Committee 

– same as 03-05 with some changes 
 
03-13 Joseph Voytus, Esq. – Appellate Division Invalidates COAH Reorganization –discussed 

with 02-57 
 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
No comments at this time 
 
DISCUSSION 
Employee Policy Manual – please give input to Mrs. Fehre to be inserted into a draft copy. 
 
REPORTS 
Commissioner Boyd reported that the Ridgefield Park Business Association will have a 
new blog page that will be able to link up the businesses involved in the business 
association. 
 
Commissioner Poli reported that the EMS bill that the Village opposed and was vetoed 
by Governor Christie is back with very little changes. He would like to oppose it again.  
 
Commissioner MacNeill No report 
 
Commissioner Anlian No report 
 
Mayor Fosdick reported that the St. Patrick’s Day Dance at the Elks is this Saturday, 
Kathy Hamilton being honored. The Annual Hall of Fame Beefsteak at the Knights of 
Columbus will be May 4th. Commissioner Boyd reported funding available for 
communication upgrades due by 2013. Library requested to have deductible from 
Hurricane Irene split between departments. Agreed. Mrs. Fehre should prorate per 
amount of damages paid. Richard LaTour sent a memo regarding Community 
Development will allocate 91,000.00 not 100,000.00. 
 
Interim Village Clerk Deborah Fehre Environmental Report regarding Tire Warehouse 
received and will be distributed. 
 
Village Attorney Philip Boggia reported that Mr. Ochab contacted him; he would like to 
update redevelopment plan per the new ordinance regarding the PD1 zone. 
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Record Reporter, Monsy Alvarado, inquired about the Challenger Road Redevelopment. 
Mayor Fosdick answered that the Village is arranging for independent studies regarding 
school children and financial impact. The Commissioners are still approximately one 
month away from a decision. She then asked for a copy of the introduced budget. This 
will be available tomorrow in the Clerk’s office.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
On a motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill the public 
portion of the meeting recessed in order to convene a Closed Session Executive Meeting 
permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b (7, 8) Roman v. Ridgefield Park Police 
Department/Rosario v. Ridgefield Park Police Department and Personnel Policy 
Procedure  
 
On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor  
Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
The Board of Commissioners convened closed session at 8:19 p.m.  
 
On a motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Poli, the Board of 
Commissioners returned to open session at 8:40 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Fosdick adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
     Commissioner 
 
     /s/Margaret R. Boyd______ 
     Commissioner 
 
     /s/Adam A. MacNeill   

    Commissioner 
 
     /s/ Hugo R. Poli___________ 
     Commissioner 
 
     /s/ George D. Fosdick______ 
     Mayor 
 
/s/ Deborah L. Fehre 
Deborah L. Fehre      
Interim Village Clerk      
Approved on March 22, 2012 
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