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NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2010 AT 6:00 P.M.
MINUTES OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

April 22, 2010
Chairman Robert Olson called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record on the 28th day of December, 2009, and sent to the Star Ledger on the 28th day of December, 2009.  Roll call was taken.  Members present were:   Robert Olson, David Bilow, James Manfredi and Terry McDonough.  Juan Kuriyama arrived after roll call.
The minutes of the March 25, 2010, meeting were approved. 
APPROVAL NOTES:  ANY APPROVALS REMAIN SUBJECT TO THE APPLICANT SECURING CONSTRUCTION PERMITS FOR ALL WORK REVIEWED BY THIS COMMISSION. ALL APPROVALS FOR SIGNS ARE SUBJECT TO CONFORMANCE WITH ZONING ORDINANCE AND MUST BE APPROVED AS SUCH BY THE ZONING OFFICER. 
IF THERE ARE ANY DEVIATIONS TO WHAT IS APPROVED, ANY AND ALL CHANGES MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE HPC PRIOR TO ANY WORK BEING DONE.  THIS INCLUDES ANY CHANGES IN PLANS, MATERIALS, COLORS, ETC., WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN FINAL APPROVAL BY THE HPC.
Public Comments (not pertaining to applications):  None at this time.
New Business:  None submitted.
Old Business:   The Rialto Theatre, 172 Main Street – Lenny Eng was present with a sample of the proposed brick for the front of the building as well as part of the side of the building.  He had previously dropped off to Bob Olson’s office a sample make-up of the brick for the building.   Candace Choi has a prior commitment and cannot attend tonight’s meeting.  Bob Olson had informed her that a discussion would be held based on the sample and then perhaps a meeting could be arranged at the building to ask any questions.  Mrs. Choi had no problem with this.
The HPC had a discussion on the building and there are some questions.  The bricks are actually ½” individually applied bricks.

1)  The HPC would like to see a little more variation in brick color. – Lenny Eng said this would be no problem.

2)  The original bricks seem to be more of a wire-cut finish. – Lenny Eng said this would not be a problem; the bricks can have a wire-cut.

3)  The HPC would like to see how the corners will be done since it is only ½” brick.  It would like to see how the corners will be treated.  
4)   What will be done on the Cedar Street side of the building?  The pillars will now have the new brick as well so that it looks better. 
5)   July 4th will soon be here.  They have to get the project moving again so that it is presentable for July 4th.

Lenny Eng explained the application process.  When they first said brick veneer, it was fine on the side but when the actual contractor came to the site, he informed them that it would not work on the front because there were so many turns, designs, etc., that brick veneers would look hideous.  This system is a rubber template that it attached.  First they put a thick grout joint over the entire area then they actually apply the panels and fill in the materials that look like brick.  It would be impossible to actually apply individual bricks over the front of the building.

As far as color variation, Mr. Eng said it is not a problem.  The contractor could actually apply different color to each individual brick or apply dye to the mix as it is being applied.  After they are done, they apply grout to the joints and then it is done.  The sample board was made taking a brick for color at the Rialto.  This is how the front system would work.  There are many change-ups in directions and height changes to this building.  There are recessed panels, different designs, etc.  This will all be kept.  The diamond design will be kept exactly as it is.  The design can be kept line for line.
To put this system over brick, they actually put a fiberglass mesh coat over everything.  They actually etch it, make all repairs, then put a fiberglass mat and then a greycoat.  Sections of a roll are then applied and then they trowel on the brick surface and remove the template.  It is like an applied brick but not an individual brick.  The material is cement based.  It is hand troweled on the building.  He didn’t see there would be any problem with a wire-cut finish.

Some of the sections are bulging out.  Lenny Eng said these areas would be repaired and then they would be flat like the rest of the surface of the building.  It should take about 14 working days to complete this part of the project if all permissions are given to begin work.  The side of the building will be fine.  The front of the building is the problem and that is why this system was selected.  They want to do this system on the front and side so that the entire building looks new and better.

The HPC thinks this is probably the best solution for this building.  To not fix the front at all would look terrible.  Applying just a thin brick would not work with this design.  This process would include all of the existing detail in a cost effective way for the owner. A veneer system will not work at all on this particular building.  Currently there are some flat bricks, some wire-cut bricks, etc., it is currently a mess.
The HPC would like to see a mock up of a closer match to the actual color and finish to be used.  The HPC would also like to see a sample of what the corners would look like to make sure it really matches the texture and color the HPC is looking for.  It does not want to see a finished project that looks like patches.  A physical inspection of the building is probably what is needed.  The contractor could attend this meeting to answer any question.  He can also bring a sample of the system to be used and also explain the technique to the HPC.  

Lenny Eng will check with the contractor and get back to Bob Olson to see if the contractor is available for a 5:30 p.m. meeting on either Tuesday, April 27 or Thursday, April 29.  Lenny Eng will also be asked for some addresses of finished projects that the HPC could look at to actually see what a finished building done in this system looks like.

Correspondence and Notes:




A.   New planters/trash receptacles on Main Street – no response to letter sent to 

      Mayor & Commissioners – to be discussed at May 20 meeting

B.   Little Stars Day Care – a letter was sent to Mike Landolfi, copy to Martin Durkin, requesting meeting between all parties – no response – Mt. Vernon Street location is now closing

C.   Donna McEntee is working on logo for HPC

D.   Funds were encumbered to order supplies.  Donna McEntee is looking into 
cabinets.

E.   New municipal parking lot – a letter was sent to the Mayor and Board of 

      Commissioners asking what type of lighting and signage will be used as it is 

      part of the Historic District and will it comply with the HPC guidelines – no 

      response  - to be discussed at May 20 meeting

F.   Update on Rialto Theatre – Lenny Eng will attend meeting with samples for 
front of building

G.   Repair/replacement of wall after Village Christmas tree fell down – the HPC will    

       ask to attend an executive meeting with the Mayor and Board of 

      Commissioners – to be discussed at May 20 meeting

H.   Proposed new municipal message board – the HPC will ask to attend an
       executive meeting with the Mayor and Board of Commissioners. – Meeting      
scheduled for May 20, 2010 (Members will be notified of actual date and 
time of meeting.  All available members are asked to attend the meeting 
to discuss the HPC with the Board of Commissioners.)

Announcements:  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
The next meeting will be May 27, 2010, at 6:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Building Dept.

       Zoning Board of Adjustment

       Candace Choi

