NEXT MEETING THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2005 AT 7:00 P.M. 








MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION


MARCH 3, 2005





Vice Chairman Maureen Nassan called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was sent to The Record on the 31st day of December, 2004, and to the Star-Ledger on the 31st day of December, 2004.  Members present were: Dana Moaven, Maureen Nassan, Madelaine Cappucio, Linda and Steve Quinn.  Kathy Jacob, Barbara Frimmer and Jim Ruff could not make the meeting.  Pete Pluchino, Jr., Division Director for the Mosquito Control Division was also present for the meeting.





The minutes of the January 27, 2005, meeting were approved.  





Pete Pluchino came to the meeting to answer any questions the Commission might have about the mosquito spraying.  He began by explaining the spraying program.  There are actually two things that are done with the spraying.  Most people think about the truck riding down the road spraying the pesticide out of the vehicle.  This is adulticide spraying.  The majority of the spraying that the Mosquito Control Division does is a larvicide spraying.  They spray for the mosquito in the immature states, larva in standing water.  They only spray when the find evidence of larva, they don’t just spray water.  Adult spraying is done only when they find evidence of mosquitoes and when their numbers are a nuisance or evidence of virus activities in mosquitoes from surveillance.  They try to restrict this to the smallest area possible, sometimes only a backyard.  Sometimes it is a wooded area or a meadow area away from residents.  If and when it becomes possible for them to do the spraying from the trucks, this happens upon recommendation from the CDC like what happened during the first year of West Nile.  They even make the recommended radius smaller than what is recommended.  That particular year they were inundated with positive test results so every single town in the county was sprayed twice.  By the second year, the CDC realized they overreacted and adjusted their recommendations.  The Mosquito Commission does a tremendous amount of surveillance for West Nile in mosquitoes – more than anyone else in the state.  They find more positive tests than anyone else in the state.





Through the surveillance, the problem area is identified, such as affecting the quality of life.  Rather than spray the entire town, the Commission will use an aerial spray and spray that particular area whether it is just one yard or a boundary of a residence.  They use scurge, which sprays a liquid in small droplets (8-10 microns).  It stays airborne a few minutes, depending on weather conditions.  The mosquito must actually come in contact with the spray.  Scurge is really a last resort.  The main control is larvacide and water management.  Elimination of standing water is probably the biggest part of their program.  Any area that floods routinely is a great breeder for mosquitoes.  The Commission will come in and spray these areas.  Usually, 99 out of 100 times they do it without DEP permit, they will go in and take care of these areas.  They do it by hand if necessary, with chainsaws, whatever it takes to get the stream clearance done.  They also do major restoration projects to rivers, streams, ponds as water management – stream management.  Many municipalities are not aware that this is available.  They usually answer every call within one day whether it is stream clearance of a mosquito problem.  They will provide an answer to your problems.  They also stock fish, such as a mosquito eating fish.  There are certain fish that the state provides for them.  If someone has an ornamental pond that breeds mosquito and they would like it stocked free of charge, they go to the state hatchery and pick up the fish and stock the pond.  This is another option available for residents.  They also apply chemicals.





The primary larvacide is BTI.  Mr. Pluchino brought a few pamphlets.  The Commission voluntarily keeps a list of residents that don’t want pesticides applied to their property.  If there is a serious problem, the Commission will notify the property owner that they need to spray in the area out of respect for the property owner.  He will try to skip that property.  There are probably about 100-200 names in the county.





Aerial spraying is only for aerial larvacide.  This is what confuses everyone.  What is done in other parts of the country where spraying is done for adult mosquitoes, has never been done in Bergen County.  The Commission feels it gets more targeted control spraying from the ground.  There are three different ways to accomplish this.  There are ULV machines that take a liquid with a compressor and force air through a nozzle.  This liquid is broken down into micron size particles.  There are small handheld sprayers to do areas such as a backyard.  They also had nozzles mounted on ATV to go into areas such as wooded areas.  What is sprayed from the helicopter is a granule made from processed corncob.  It is only sprayed when they find mosquito larvae in the area that they are going to treat.  The helicopter is only used in non-populated, non-residential areas.  They check all the helicopter sites before spraying to make sure it is only dropped on those areas.  This kills mosquito larvae.  It is a granule and not a liquid.  It only controls mosquito larvae for 1-2 days.  Technically it is a bacteria that is dropped.  This does not affect other aquatic life. The amount sprayed really doesn’t affect anything else at all. The larvacide spraying is done every year in large areas.  





Residential areas are sprayed when area-wide adult mosquitoes are being sprayed.  This is when the CDC forces the spraying for West Nile.  Commissioner Anlian arrived at this time.  There is another product called BS that is used where there is a lot of organic matter.  This is also a bacteria but works better than BTI in these areas.  The bacteria will stay active in the mosquito larvae for several days.  The hand spraying is done from stop to stop.  RP is not a big mosquito town but everywhere that they are aware of water, a ditch, a pool of water, along the railroad tracks; they will check the standing water for breeding and then control that area.  It will be immediately treated with BTI liquid in a compression sprayer.  It is pumped directly into the water.  There is also a BTI bricket that can be used but it is not as effective.





Scurge is done usually at night but occasionally during the day.  If there is a resident complaint, the Commission will take action if it is affecting the quality of living.  They will take a count and if it is high enough, they will spray that particular yard.  The Commission finds that the same person calls 10-20 times per season.  At the height of the season, they will get 60-70 calls per minute.





RP has not had any recent cases of West Nile.  In Bergen County, there were no cases.  It seems that there is a cycle.  Some years it will take a year or two off and then it comes back.  In terms of finding birds with West Nile, the last year or two not many birds have been submitted for testing.  Raptor birds (crows, hawks, owls) are affected.  The crows are used as a gauge but there are a lot less crows in this area.  The Commission has kept track of the crows.  They start looking to where these birds were found and do mosquito surveillance in those areas.  They don’t wait for the birds any more because they are not an accurate gauge.  They pretty much know where to go because they have found evidence of mosquitoes in certain areas and will look into these areas.  Every year they trap mosquitoes for testing.  They probably do the most trapping in the state because they have the most experience with it.  





Although the letter states the town has an option for the spraying, it is really only for the helicopter larvacide in the open areas.  It is more or less a permission given to the helicopter contractor to spray the BTI.  RP will be inspected and sprayed when necessary.  This is done onsite.  There are 70 municipalities and there are probably about 5,000 stops.  They need to make sure the conditions are right for spraying (weather, wind, etc.).  The localized spraying does not require any type of notification for spraying.  The letter sent to the municipalities is to notify the municipality that there will be a helicopter in the area.  Only one municipality has ever denied spraying in the area.  The mosquitoes began to get out of hand in this area and eventually the Commission did end up spraying.  Once the health officer understood what was going on, he realized the importance of spraying.





The Commission only checks when they find live larvae.  In a dry year, there is not much to check.  In wet years, they need to spray often.  They can do any larvacide any time of day or night without notification.  With adulticide, as long as they do under three acres anywhere in the county, they technically could spray scurge without any notification.  This is not a new procedure; it is just that people are now aware of West Nile.  There are natural predators but they are not as effective.  Source reduction, elimination of the water, is a great thing.  The Commission does a lot of this throughout the year.  They clean up swamps that are blocked.  





If, in fact, the Commission found that there is a mosquito problem in a certain area and there is a virus activity and there was a concern for people’s health, the Commission will trap the mosquito to see what it is.  It will identify the type of habitat the mosquito breeds in and where it is warranted, the adult mosquito will be controlled so that it does not get out of hand.  They will immediately meet with the Mayor and advise that they want to spray a certain block and they would like the residents to be advised.  They then wait a few days to give the residents a chance to respond.  They fill out dates and times and hang it on the doors of the effected homes.  Their phone number is listed and residents can call long before the spraying is done.  They answer all their questions and concerns and if they don’t want to be sprayed, they will not spray that particular area.  Most of the time the spraying is desired but they always want to give the resident the option.





In the event of an emergency where area-wide adulticide is necessary because of a major health concern and it is necessary to do a large area, the Commission (County OEM) will contact the local OEM and explain when and where they will do the spraying.  They will send a postcard with the dates and times.  The municipality mails it to every resident in that area.  The county will reimburse them for the postage.  It is effective.  This is only done in an absolute emergency situation.





The Commission inspects the town for hand spraying probably by the end of March.  The actual spraying will be done later in the year unless they find breeding begins earlier.  They do monitoring of the mosquitoes.  Once it gets wetter and warmer, spraying usually takes place.





Mr. Pluchino also brought copies of things he thought the Commission might be interested in.  He brought labels for the scurge as one example.  He also brought the outline of their structure.  Technically, they are no longer a Mosquito Control Commission.  They are a Mosquito Control Agency.  He also gave the Commission a disk that is dated, it is from 2002.  They haven’t had the time to revise it.  It shows pictures of machines, explains the labels, etc.





Most calls concerning mosquito complaints are really a quality of life issue.  It is often not West Nile that is the problem.  Primarily, the effected mosquitoes are bird prey mosquitoes even though there is mammal blood found in them.  It is only a matter of time that a primarily mammal feeding mosquito will be hungry and bite a bird.  The Commission tries to interrupt this cycle as early as possible.  Obviously, they do find some affected mosquitoes and they continually try to canvass areas to find areas where mosquitoes are breeding.





The Mosquito Commission feels that education is needed on the areas of mosquito controls and how other insects are actually good for the environment.  Most people don’t realize things like children’s pools, buckets, wheelbarrows; anything that holds water is a breeding environment for mosquitoes.  Mr. Pluchino gave the Environmental Commission some brochures to hand out.  He explained how they have a small three-wall display that they put up to educate the public.  They use a small tank area to show how mosquitoes eat.  They do have some people who run the display.  The Environmental Commission will send a letter to the Mosquito Commission to invite them to participate in Earth Day on April 30.





Most people are not aware of all the things the Mosquito Commission does.  They do the actual hands-on clean-up – collecting tires, removing tree stumps, removing debris from waterways, etc.  They usually work with another agency on these clean-ups because they don’t have the resources to do this work alone.  





The Commission thanked Mr. Pluchino for taking the time to educate them on spraying and mosquitoes.  Madelaine Cappucio will send a letter thanking Mr. Pluchino for his time.





The Commission will put something in a future newsletter regarding mosquito spraying and try to educate the public about mosquito control.





A copy of these minutes will be given to the Mayor and Board of Commissioners.





The amount of $2,000.00 will be encumbered for Earth Day expenses under PO # 1084.  This number should be used on all vouchers associated with Earth Day.





Maureen Nassan will get quotes from three landscapers for the next stage of Riverfront Park.  The three contractors will be:  Bob Perna of Second Nature Landscapes, Inc., 20 Hillcrest Drive, Great Meadows, NJ  07838 (908) 637-6804 fax (908) 637-6780; American Gothic Landscaping, 22 Beverly Place, Edgewater, NJ  07020 (201) 224-7638; EV Landscape Co., Inc., PO Box 39, River Edge, NJ  07661 (201) 664-9430.





The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 24, 2005.





The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.


		Respectfully submitted,








						Barbara DeLuca





cc:  Mayor and Board of Commissioners 
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