NEXT MEETING THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2005 AT 7:00 P.M. 








MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION


JANUARY 27, 2005





Chairman Jim Ruff called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was sent to The Record on the 31st day of December, 2004, and to the Star-Ledger on the 31st day of December, 2004.  Members present were: Jim Ruff, Dana Moaven and Maureen Nassan, Madelaine Cappucio, Barbara Frimmer and Linda Quinn.  Kathy Jacob and Steve Quinn could not make the meeting.  Bruce Herrick was also present for the meeting.





The minutes of the November 18, 2004, meeting were approved.  There are only notes for the December 16, 2004, meeting as there was no quorum.





A letter was received from the Clerk’s Office setting the deadline and delivery dates for the Village Newsletter for 2005.  They are as follows:


Deadline                            Delivery


February 14                        March 23-30


May 16                              June 4 - June 11


August 22                          September 24 - October 1


October 24                         November 22 - November 30





Maureen Nassan put together a proposed budget as follows and submitted to Commissioner Anlian.


2005 Proposed Budget


Secretary Salary				$1,200


Riverfront Park Planting			$7,000


Education, Grant, Supplies			$2,000





Earth Day	2005				$2,000


		Band						$600


		Food						$325


		Wildlife Center & Rainforest      		$550


		Prizes, handouts, contests, supplies	$525


Total 2005 Budget				                 $12,200	





Jim Ruff advised that the grant was received.  The Commission will be notified by March 15 whether the grant was approved.  Jim also advised that he will not be able to attend the February, March and April meeting as he will be attending class for work.





The Earth Day schedule needs to be finalized.  Maureen Nassan said she would work out a proposed schedule and then email it to all members for approval.  Earth Day will be held on April 30 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Madelaine Cappucio has spoken to the Mercer County Wildlife Center.  They will provide two hawks for a show.  Jungle Exotics will do an endangered rainforest animals program.  





Jim Ruff said he will follow up with the Riverkeeper and HMC on their participation and if they will provide boats.  The Shade Tree Commission will host a scavenger hunt.  Maureen Nassan will contact the DPW and arrange to have chairs so that audience members can watch the various programs.





Commissioner Anlian would like to have a contest to with the elementary schools to see which class can bring in the most household batteries for recycling.  One class from each elementary school will win a pizza party.  The batteries will be weighed at the Earth Day celebration and a representative from that class must bring the batteries to the DPW for weighing.  Only household batteries will be used, no car batteries.  Maureen Nassan said she would make up a flyer for the schools listing the type of batteries that will be acceptable for the contest.  





Principal Eric Koenig from the high school will be contacted to see if he has any interest or desire to have the junior/senior high school participate in some sort of contest on Earth Day as the battery contest was geared toward elementary students.





Grant School Principal Chris Onorato is the coordinator for the schools for the Earth Day celebration.  He will be contacted to confirm that the schools will be participating.





Barbara Frimmer will speak to the library to see if they have any interest in hosting a table at Earth Day.   $2,000.00 will be encumbered for Earth Day expenses. 





Madelaine Cappucio will write an article for the next newsletter on junk mail.  Maureen Nassan will also write a letter outlining the Earth Day schedule.  The deadline is February 14.  





Jim Russ received a letter from the Teaneck Environmental Commission advising of a meeting to discuss starting a joint compost site at Overpeck Park.  Jim Ruff will forward this letter to Commissioner Anlian and Alan O’Grady from the DPW.  Jim wonders if some type of permit would be needed to start a compost.  His other concern is how it would impact on the park since there is a court order to develop the park.  Jim will send a letter to Teaneck acknowledging receipt of their letter and advising that it was sent to Commissioner Anlian for further research.





The Commission wants to really educate the Mayor and Board of Commissioners on why it is against spraying in the Village.  Each year the Commission has sent a letter to the Commissioner of Parks objecting to the spraying and asking if the Commissioners had inquired as to what type of spraying they approved.  The letters are never answered.  This year the Commission wants to take a stronger position on this issue.  Commissioner Anlian is the only commissioner that votes against the spraying.  The Commission feels that if the other Commissioners were educated on hazards of spraying they might not approve it.  Madelaine Cappucio will do some research on this and contact the county to find out exactly what is sprayed each year.  It was also thought that this might be a good project for some high school students to get involved in.  A letter will be sent to Commissioner Poli asking when the Board of Commissioners will be voting on spraying this year.





Bruce Herrick came to the meeting to discuss making a sign and display for the Environmental Commission.  He said it would cost no more than $100 in supplies for him to make this with his volunteers.  A motion was made by Jim Ruff and seconded by Barbara Frimmer to allow Bruce Herrick to spend up to $200 on supplies for this project.  Fund in the amount of $100 will be encumbered.





Bruce also advised that he has several games that he made with the volunteers that he will bring to Earth Day to amuse the children.  Maureen Nassan will buy candy to hand out as prizes.





The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 24, 2005.





Meeting dates for 2005 are as follows at 7:00 p.m.:


JANUARY 27


FEBRUARY 24


MARCH 24


APRIL 28


MAY 26


JUNE 23


JULY 28


AUGUST 25


SEPTEMBER 22


OCTOBER 27


**NOVEMBER  17 (THIRD THURSDAY) 


**DECEMBER  15  (THIRD THURSDAY, IF NECESSARY)





The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.


		Respectfully submitted,








						Barbara DeLuca


cc:  Commissioner Anlian 
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