

NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

April 12, 2022 VIA ZOOM
Chairman Steve Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were: Tammy Laverty, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa.  Excused: Lisa Rehm.  Absent: Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Gloria Rivera.  
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Matt Graves to approve the March 8, 2022, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
PO#48460 - $1,981.00 – Fossil Industries, Inc. – Deposit for Nature Preserve Signs (Balance $$1,320.00 – NP Account)

PO#48461 - $     27.81 – Amazon – Laminating Pouches

PO#48517 - $   300.00 – Troop #3 BSA – Food for Earth Day 5/21/22

PO#48518 - $   450.00 – Alex Crudello – Face Painter Earth Day 5/21/22

PO#48519 - $   525.00 – Mad Science of Northeast, NJ – Earth Day Show 5/21/22

PO#48520 - $   360.00 – Tenafly Nature Center – 2 Earth Day Shows 5/21/22 (credit from 2021)

PO#48521 - $   250.00 – WildLife Conservation Center – Earth Day Show 5/21/22

PO#           - $   250.00 – HRFA – Fishing Derby on Earth Day 5/21/22

Correspondence:
· Email dated 3/17/22 from Linda Artuso Re:  RP Nature Association – where is entrance
· Email dated 3/24/22 from Linda Artuso Re:  RP Nature Association – parking 
· Memo dated 3/22/22 from Tara O’Grady Re:  Appointments and Oaths of Office
· Email dated 3/27/22 from Marie Longo, Bergen County Audubon Society – unable to attend on Earth Day
· Email dated 4/5/22 from Sonja Clark of Suez Water – unable to attend Earth Day this year but want to in the future
· Email dated 4/7/72 from Deb Fagnan of library Re:  New contact will be ariel.barreras@ridgefieldpark.bccls.org.   Deb has taken a job in Sussex County.
· Email dated 4/7/22 from Rachel McGovern of Flat Rock Brook – they are unable to attend Earth Day this year.
Old Business:  
Nature Preserve:  Steve said that yesterday the Village engineer from Boswell as well as Commissioner Gerken and Mayor Anlian reviewed the design of the parking lot with the Board of Education.  He said it is probably approved now.
Steve said that there was a great turnout by the EC to plant native seeds on nine beds in the eastern part of the Nature Preserve.  Steve will check on the planting.

The contractor responsible for completing the trail says he should have it completed in two weeks.  For the trails to be ADA, he has to add a consolidant to gravel so wheelchairs can wheel over it easily. The special treatment can only be done in warm weather.  

Steve met with Matt Graves to review the 13 educational signs as they relate to sight impaired visitors.  Matt signed off on all of them.  The EC now has to find a place to make durable Braille signs.  Matt will look into this.
Green Business: Leslie is working on updating the forms.  Steve will check with Leslie on this.
Earth Day 2022: Earth Day will be held on May 21, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Steve said he had an informal discussion with Leslie Olson, Chair of the GT, about how the event is Earth Day/Green Fair.  The EC got hit with a lot of big bills in preparation of the new nature preserve.  The GT is included on the banner.  He would like to see the GT share in some of the Earth Day expenses.  Leslie Olson agreed.
Everyone is confirmed for the day.  All the shows have been scheduled.  HRFA is all set for the fishing derby.  The purchase orders have been completed for payment to everyone.  There will be a face painter at Earth Day.

Harry Menta will put up the flyer and information about Earth Day on the website.  

The DPW will be asked to drop off the banner to be updated and hung.  KIA called to say they will see if they can bring an electric car to display at Earth Day.  None of the bicycle stores responded to the EC’s invitation to Earth Day.  
Village Clean-Up Day: Nicole Terrarosa said its looking like the Terrarosa family and another girl scout will be the only ones to go out for the Clean-Up Day. She is attending a girl scout meeting on Thursday and will find out if any others are interested.  EC members are invited to meet at Main Street and Mt. Vernon Street at 10:00 a.m. on 4/23/22 to join in if available.  Steve Mazzella put something on the FB page but she has not gotten any calls.

.  
Bee Project with Library: Nicole said that Gianna and Debbie Fagnan from the library have things ready for this grant. They will have tables at Earth Day.  The link for Gianna’s project is: https://justoneplant.weebly.com/social-media 

The schedule for the programs at the library is:

Just One Plant Children's Program - May 12, 2022 @ 3:30 ---> 4:00
https://bccls.libcal.com/event/8925881 

Just One Plant Teen Program - May 19, 2022 @ 3:30 ---> 4:30
​https://bccls.libcal.com/event/8925966 

Just One Plant Adult Seminar - May 26, 2022 @ 7:00 ---> 8:00
https://bccls.libcal.com/event/8926006 

To see/register for the programs advertised, click this link:
​https://bccls.libcal.com/calendar/ridgefieldpark?cid=10325&t=m&d=0000-00-00&cal=10325&inc=0 
Monarch Butterfly Pledge: Gianna wrote to Commissioner Olson requesting that the community garden plant milkweed in the gardens, which is the start of one of the actions for the Monarch Pledge.  Gianna and Nicole will be filling out the official online pledge for the Village of RP.  Leslie Olson has volunteered to be the contact/point person for the project and will assist them.   
Plastic Straws: Flyer and posters are being delivered to stores by Nicole.
Recycling Events by GT: The following are recycling events to be held at the DPW on April 23 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Flyers for these events are located at https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/green-team/. 
DEA Takeback 
Cereal Box Collection for RP Food Pantry
Hard Plastic Collection
Second Chance Toys Collection
Paper Shredding
Alkaline Battery Recycling
Village Clean-Up Day (meet by Main Street & Mt. Vernon @ 10:00 a.m.)
Arbor Day:  The STC will hold Arbor Day by the library beginning at 10:00 a.m. on April 30.
New Business:

Facebook: The EC needs to start a new Facebook page that will be maintained by an EC member.  The EC needs a volunteer to take over the FB page for the commission.
RP Nature Association: Steve is looking for members who would like to participate in organizing this new group.  It will probably not meet until the trail is up and running.  The goal is to form a local nature organization setting up things such as nature walks and activities scheduled throughout the year.  It would be great if some members could get involved in the formation of the RP Nature Association.   
Newsletters:  Summer Newsletter will be distributed around 3rd week of June. Tammy Laverty already submitted one article on Citizen Scientist. that can be used.  Harry Menta suggested an article on scooping dog poop.  
Steve urges anyone who is interested can write an article on anything environmental related as it pertains to RP for the Village newsletter.  It would be great if members could have something ready for future newsletters.  
Nature Preserve: Signs will be posted at the Nature Preserve with the do’s and don’ts such as no dogs, no alcohol, no trash, no fires, no bikes, etc.  There are two cameras that will be installed to view the Nature Preserve.  It would be nice if it could be connected to the website so everyone could see the wildlife at the Nature Preserve.  Steve will look into seeing if this can be done, perhaps Commissioner Gerken or the police dept. could assist with this.
The next regular meeting will be May 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in person at the lower level of the Civic Center.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Matt Graves adjourning the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.








Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca







Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner William Gerken

Info for zoom meetings: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75999621083?pwd=UlRpRXYxTU5tYUZCY0RSV0hab1J2QT09
Meeting ID: 759 9962 1083      Passcode: 3PsA19
