
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2023, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

March 14, 2023
Chairman Steve Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty, Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Lisa Rehm, Matt Graves. Excused:  Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Nicole Terrarosa. 
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Tammy Laverty to accept the February 15, 2023, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
PO#52373 –- $2,460.50 ​–- Sharp Printing Plus, LLC ​–- Shirts, hats, drawstring bags, staff shirts (2022 budget)

Email vote taken for this purchase.  Yes: Matthew Graves, Tammy Laverty, Harry Menta, Stephen Quinn, Linda Quinn, Lisa Rehm.

Correspondence:

· Letter dated 2/14/23 from Warren Staudinger, Division Director, Mosquito Control Division
Re:  Mosquitoes – What Everyone Should Know

· It would be a good idea (in the next Village Newsletter) to inform Village residents who might be planning
or maintaining pollinators gardens, that they can call the Bergen County Mosquito Commission and have their property placed on a “No Spray” list to prevent the Commission from unknowingly spraying their pollinator garden and killing beneficial insects attracted to their property.

· Email dated 2/15/23 from Tara O’Grady attaching EC appointments and Oaths of Office

· Email dated 3/1/23 from Stephanie Turcios Re:  Represents 2 radio stations and interested in possibly partnering together on Earth Day celebration on 5/20/23 – Waiting to hear back from her

Old Business:


· Newsletter – articles for summer newsletter – deadline in mid-May?

· SQ – Nature Preserve

· home pollinator gardens, home native plantings, backyard wildlife, etc.
· Matt Graves said he will write an article on staples in trees.
· Earth Day 2023 – May 20, 2023 – invites went out to everyone.

· Yes: Mad Science; Snakes n Scales, Tenafly Nature, Bats, Bats, Bats; Mark Rust; Candee Rumba (Public Schools), Troop 3, HRFA, Face painter, Beekeeper, Archery Clinic, Community Gardens, DPW, SRP, Mosquito Control, Master Gardeners, RP Arts Association, Neighborhood Compost Team, Toyota will bring an EV or hybrid

· Will get back to EC:  Veolia, Flat Rock Brook, Sea Turtle Recovery, 

· Check on Earth Day banner – Steve Quinn will do this.

· Earth Day will be sponsored solely by EC.

· Rain Barrel project – the barrels that were for sale were already sold.  Steve Quinn said that this project is perfect for Mark Olson and he will ask him if he would like to do it with SRP.

· EC will ask for 3-6 students.  Key Club is interested in helping out.

· Harry Menta would like flyers for Earth Day and the Nature Walk on 4/22/23.
· Nature Walk – February 18, 2023, at Nature Preserve review.

· It was well attended with about 30 people in total despite the cold weather.  The group got to see three bald eagles in addition to many birds.  All enjoyed the walk.

· ANJEC Grant – Lisa Rehm said there is a lot of follow-up paperwork to do with this grant and it might be too much for volunteers to take care of.

8. New Business:

· Steve advised the members to check their emails for information about the 2023 Fundamentals for Effective Environmental Commissions Virtual Zoom Sessions:
· Tuesday, March 21, 7:00pm
· Wednesday March 22, Noon
· Wednesday March 22, 7:00pm
· Thursday, March 23, Noon
· Thursday, March 23,7:00pm
· Steve said there is a lot more that the EC members can do as part of the Environmental Commission, and he urged all members to make an effort to sign up and view one of the webinars so we can talk about other things the EC can do.  It would be very helpful to learn further dimensions of being a member of the EC.
· April 22 (Earth Day) is a Saturday.  EC will hold Nature Walk at Nature Preserve 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

4/22/23 @ DPW – Paper Shredding and Hard Plastics Recycling 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. by SRP

· Uninvited: The Spread of Invasive Species, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKh8Lc31rm8 – members should try to view this film.  It would help greatly with the NP.
· EC has been awarded our requested grant from the Bergen County Audubon Society for the cost of native plantings in the RP Nature Preserve.

Still to be done for NP:

· Set date for next meeting of NP.
· EC to contact Bergen County Mosquito Commission regarding helicopter spraying of the Nature Preserve.

· Installing trail cameras in preserve
· STC is giving trees to NP.

· Commissioner Gerken working on directional signs to Nature Preserve  at Teaneck Road & East Grand Avenue

· NP is on Google, give it a good review.

· Looking into Bird Buddy (birdbuddy.com) – an AI-powered camera feeder that notifies you of bird visitors, captures their photos and organizes  them.  Can also work on solar power. Waiting to hear back from company.

· Gianna Terrarosa and friend want to plant trees for girl scouts.

· June 3 – ribbon cutting ceremony.

· Commissioner Gerken writing letter to Board of Ed requesting to use parking lot that day.

· Ask Mark Olson if EC can use his sandwich signs on opening day to help visitors locate Nature Preserve

· Have animal crackers, waiting on boxed water to see if company will sponsor the event otherwise, we will order boxed water.

· need to get ribbon and hedge clippers for the cutting.

· Matt Graves said he will get the green ribbon for the ceremony.

· Podium, sound system, chairs

· Michelle DeLuca and Steve working on the invitation.

· Program for event – maybe have school band and/or some chorus members.
· Members should send in any suggestions for guests.

· Look into cutout of Teddy Roosevelt to use at opening.

· Fill out DPW event form.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Matt Graves adjourning the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. (one week early).







Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca







Barbara DeLuca
cc:  Commissioner William Gerken

Here's some important dates to mark on your calendar:
March 21, 22, 23 - 2023 Fundamentals for Effective Environmental Commissions Virtual Zoom Sessions

Saturday, April 22 - Earth Day Nature Walk at Nature Preserve @ 9:00 a.m.

 ? late April - Meeting of Ridgefield Park Nature Association

Saturday, May 20 - Earth Day Celebration 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - set up starts at 8:30 a.m.
Saturday, June 3 - Ribbon Cutting ceremony at Nature Preserve
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