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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, March  21, 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

March 1, 2024 (Rescheduled 2/25/24 meeting)
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Howie Jacobs, Matt Florio, Royce Morris, Melina Pope, Barbara Steiner. Excused: Gil Bell, Anthony Lopez, Mike Ruiz, Bella Wagner.
The minutes of the January 18, 2024, meeting were approved on a motion made by Melina Pope and seconded by Howie Jacobs.  All were in favor of the motion.
Correspondence:
· Email dated 01/31/24 from Gil Bell Re:  Thank you for get well gifts.
· Email dated 02/02/24 from Jason Cata Re: Mischief at School
· Email dated 02/02/24 from Diane Maglione Re: Mischief at School

· Email dated 02/09/24 from Nate Lopez Re:  Summer Camp Inquiry

· Email dated 01/12/24 Re:  Info on Possible Thriller Walk by Business Chamber 

· Email dated 02/16/24 from Freddy Vargas Re: Dogs in Parks – email forwarded to PD who will monitor parks.
· Email dated 02/16/24 from Chief Rella Re: Dogs in parks – will speak to Patrol Lieutenant

· Email dated 2/22/24 from RP Public Schools Re:  Permit for Grant Gym - Boys Travel Grade 5,  Mondays 4/8 – 6/17 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. – Matt Florio/Paolo Protasio

· Email dated 2/22/24 from RP Public Schools Re:  Permit for Lincoln Gym – Boys Travel Grade 5, Fridays 4/5 – 6/7 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. – Matt Florio/Paolo Protasio

· Email dated 2/22/24 from RP Public Schools Re:  Permit for Lincoln Gym – Boys Travel 7/8,  Mondays 5/8 – 6/17  7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. – Deinde Otuyelu

· Email dated 2/22/24 from RP Public Schools Re:  Permit for Roosevelt Gym – Girls 3/4, Tuesdays 5/2 – 6/25 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. – Carlos Alvarez

· Email dated 2/22/24 from RP Public Schools Re:  Permit for Lincoln Gym – Girls Travel 7/8, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5/2 – 6/17 – Al Ramirez

· Email dated 02/23/24 from Carol Velez Re:  Free Yoga Lessons – library happy to host program.
· Email dated 02/26/24 Re: School Usage reminders for basketball – none on Martin Luther King weekend or President’s weekend. If school is closed on a  Monday, there will be no activities over the weekend.

· Email dated 02/28/24 from Francine Orovitz Re:  Safety Meeting 3/5/24 @ 10:00 a.m.

RP Running Club – This is a program led by Anthony Lopez.  It takes place at 12:00 p.m. every Sunday.  The group meets at the entrance to the nature preserve.  
Back-to-School Giving Tree – No activity at this time.
Wish Tree – No activity at this time.
Tree Lighting – No activity at this time other than the tree came down during a storm.
Holiday Display Contest – No activity at this time.
Basketball: 
The first half of the season checks went out. Books should be totaled and given to Diane ASAP after the season ends. Royce is going to work on a survey to send to parents to get feedback on the basketball program.
Buildings and Grounds advised that Rec should keep the following in mind when making up next year’s schedule:

1) There will be no basketball the weekend of Martin Luther King’s birthday.

2) There will be no basketball on President’s weekend.

3) They need a separate calendar for practices and games for each school, so they are always aware of who is using the school. This greatly helps when assigning janitors to the schools.

4) Once the Rec season ends, the Board needs to send in schedules of any days they plan to use the gym for the remainder of March.

Playoffs are scheduled for this weekend.  Girls are at 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  Boys are at 12:00 and 1:15 p.m.

The program went pretty well this year.  There was a minor incident that was handled immediately and also one injury, and the accident form was submitted.

Saturday Night Hoops –  The season will run until April 6, 2024.  It is going well so far.  There has been one injury.
Girls’ 3/4 Travel Basketball Team – Carlos Alvarez coaches this team.  He put in for Roosevelt School on Tuesdays from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. April 2 – June 25 6:30 – 8:30
Girls’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –   Al Ramirez is coaching this team.  They will be practicing at Lincoln on Tuesdays and Thursdays after Rec basketball is over.   April 2 – June 27. 6:30 – 9:00
Boys’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –  Deinde Otuyelu is coaching this team. They are able to get gym time in Bogota to practice. They plan to play in some weekend tournament games.  They have 9 boys interested in playing. We already have the COI for Bogota gym time. Permit is in for Lincoln 5/8 – 6/17 @ Lincoln 7:30 – 9:30
Boys 5 Travel Basketball Team – Matt Florio and Paolo Protassio will coach this team.  He has put in for Fridays at Lincoln and Mondays at Grant.  They will play at Hoop Heaven in Whippany. Permit in for Lincoln 4/5 – 6/7 6:30 -8:30 and Grant 4/8 – 6/17 Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Fourth of July – No activity at this time.  
Rag-A-Muffin – No activity at this time.  The Chamber is tentatively planning a Thriller Walk that Rec will promote at the parade.  The Chamber understands the Thriller Walk will not work for the younger kids in the parade.
Adult Trips/Activities – No activity at this time. Howie and Melina are in very early stages of a possible event.
Archery Clinic – Due to mostly rainy days where archery had to be cancelled, participants can sign up for the spring session at no cost.  The spring session will run from April 13 – June 24.  The long range will be ready for use in the spring. The DPW will put a chain with a combo lock for access by approved archers.  They will have to pass an official test and will be given a badge to use the longer range.
Easter Egg Hunt – It is scheduled for March 30.  Members should meet at 8:00 a.m.  Eggs will be given to members to fill after the meeting.  Kitty Bomzer wants to fill some eggs as well.  Diane will bring most of what is needed.  The PD has the signs for the egg hunt.  Forms have been submitted to the DPW.  The first division has no prizes.  The other divisions have a chocolate bunny, and the 6th division has gift cards as prizes: 2 – Bob-O’s, 2 – 7-11, 2 – Dante’s. Royce volunteered to manage crowd control using walkie talkies this year.  .  Joyce Essig also donated some empty eggs that the Elks had leftover.  

Tennis –  Saturdays, Session One: May 4, 11, 18, 25, June 1.  2:00 - 3:00 pm 6 - 8 years old; 3:00 - 4:00 pm 9 - 11 years old; 4:00 - 5:00 pm 12 years old and up; 5:00 – 6:00 pm Adults. The cost is $90.00 per session.  For more information, call Barry Ruback at 201-568-3946 or email: barrys10s@gmail.com.  Sessions run from the spring through fall.
T2S Basketball – Larry Umana is holding sessions in Bogota.  He voluntarily worked with some Rec basketball teams during the season to assist the coach with skill training. There will be training available over the summer at Veteran’s Park.
Ping Pong – Sue Chak is running the program.  They started up another session on 11/27 that will run for 8 weeks. The session will start at 6:30 p.m. so the youth center employees can let them in.  It will be held on Mondays only. Fee: (per 10-week session) $150.00 per participant for 10 weeks. Classes are held on Mondays. Refunds will be given with proper reason! The price is per session. 2/12, 2/26, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22.

Adult Yoga – The Board of Recreation is happy to announce free yoga instruction for those age 16 and older.  The program will be held at the library on Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.  Classes will be 45 minutes long and run from 3/12/24 – 6/4/24 . Please bring water, a mat, and a blanket.  Watch for details on the community message board, online and social media @ridgefieldparknj.  The class will be taught by Idania Castillo (myaumyoga17@gmail.com) 
Treasurer’s Report – 
Beginning balance as of 1/1/24                                $24,847.39
Deposits (interest)                                             108.85
Expenses                                                                      2,440.00
Ending balance as of 1/31/24                                   $22,516.64
Expenses: 

Scorer/timers
Basketball shirts 



    $ 1,907.00

Old Business: Diane delivered the gift certificates to Joyce Essig for Lincoln School’s tricky tray.       
New Business:  Commissioner Olson stopped by to talk briefly about the updates to Veteran’s Park. The BOC will be meeting with diverse groups to discuss the $20,000,000 settlement over the footbridge that will not be installed.  The Commissioner is asking members to think about what they would like to see in the parks.   If the Board wants a rec center, now is the time to make the argument for it.  The Rec Center would be beneficial to more people than a turf football field.  He suggests the Board research this and come up with a proposal of exactly what Rec would like to see and attend a BOC meeting within the next 6 months to discuss a Rec Center.  List all the reasons why a Rec Center would be good.
A brief discussion was held on an activity that is not an official part of the Board of Recreation.  The Bomzer Committee, completely separate from the Board of Recreation, was formed to establish scholarship(s) in the name of Hal Bomzer. The scholarship is called “The Bomzer.”  The committee has planned an adult Easter Egg Hunt. Tickets cost $20 per person.  Michelle DeLuca is working on The Bomzer Committee and has been collecting donations to be used as prizes.  There will only be 50 tickets sold for the egg hunt and each person receives a prize with a value of a minimum of $5.00.
Diane said she has eggs that can be used for the hunt. 

The goal is to distribute a scholarship to one 8th grade boy and girl who have participated in the basketball program.  The Bomzer Committee will determine the students and requirements for the scholarships.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 21, 2024.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. on a motion made by Royce Morris and seconded by Matt Florio.  All were in favor of the motion.










Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson




Barbara DeLuca
MEETING DATES FOR 2024

ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE CIVIC CENTER, UPSTAIRS, LOCATED AT 159 PARK STREET ON THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 18


MAY 16



SEPTEMBER 19

FEBRUARY 15


JUNE 20 

             
OCTOBER 17

MARCH  21          

JULY – NO MEETING 


NOVEMBER 21

APRIL 18

             AUGUST – NO MEETING

DECEMBER – NO MEETING


