
 

 

COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

RIDGEFIELD PARK 

     January 9, 2024 

7:30 PM 

 

Mayor Anlian announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the “Open Public 

Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10 4-6 et seq.” notice of which was sent to the Record, and the Star Ledger 

on December 29, 2023 and was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board and Village Website. 

 

This agenda is listed as a courtesy and attempt to inform the public of actions being considered by 

the Village Board of Commissioners.  There may be additions and deletions prior to the Board 

taking final action.  Any action may be taken at any meeting, which includes all Caucus and 

Regular sessions.  The Commissioners reserve the right to conduct and/or attend any meetings 

presently scheduled for the rest of 2024 by a combination of electronic and/or in-person means.  

Meetings are open to the public. 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

Those present were Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson and Mayor Anlian in the chair. 

Absent:  Commissioner Portorreal 

 

Also, present: Philip Boggia, Village Attorney; Joe Rella, Chief of Police and Tara O’Grady, 

Village Clerk 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The flag salute was led by Mayor Anlian.   

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Motion by Commissioner MacNeill, seconded by Commissioner Olson to approve the payment of 

bills in the amount of $3,695,114.17. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson and Mayor Anlian voted “YEA”. 

Absent:  Commissioner Portorreal 

 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 

Commissioner Gerken advised the Village will be submitting an application for a Green Acres 

Grant for the playground upgrade at Fellowship Park.  The Public Hearing on the application will 

be held on January 23, 2024. 

Commissioner Gerken advised he met with Boswell Engineering regarding the Overpeck island 

project.  Bids will be going out shortly. 

Boswell Engineering submitted a proposal for Main Street lighting - $16,000. 

Boswell Engineering will also be looking into Webster Street Parking lot improvements. 

 

Commissioner Olson advised he is starting on the summer concerts plans. 

The Street Fair will be October 5th and JC Promotions will start advertising shortly. 

There will be a concert at the Civic Center on Saturday at 7pm by Earl Sauls. 

The Ambulance Corps. is working its way back to responding but is in need of equipment. 

Final quotes have been received to take down the VFW building.  The medallion in the floor will 

be taken out and preserved. 

Hackensack and Bogota did a styrofoam drive this past Sunday. 

Commissioner Olson met with Plastics Services Inc. in Middlesex County – plastic bag 

collection.  They will take smaller quantities. 

 

 



 

 

January 9, 2024 

 

 

Commissioner MacNeill stated he, Mayor Anlian and the Village’s financial consultant, Bob 

Benecke had a zoom call with Congressman Josh Gottheimer.  The Village is looking for relief 

from the State for taking the “Skymark” property. 

 

Mayor Anlian advised the Village is losing $1.5 million in taxes per year since NJ Transit took 

the property.  NJ Transit is looking to build a 500-bus maintenance facility.  Senator Sarlo got the 

Village a $2 million grant 3 years ago, which is being used for the Overpeck Avenue island 

project and the CSO sewer project.  Senator Gottheimer is advocating against NJ Transit.  It was a 

good meeting. 

 

HEARING OF CITIZENS 

Andrew Scheideler, resident, thanked the Commissioners for the correspondence received on the 

memorial plaque for the tree planted in memory of his father. 

 

Teddy Tabasco, resident, inquired as to why the south end firehouse (Hose 4) has been closed.   

Mayor Anlian responded the membership does not have anyone qualified to be an officer and 

can’t operate until they do.  Engine 2 is currently out of service for repairs and those members 

have been utilizing Hose 4.  Mr. Tabasco stated he doesn’t believe that to be true. 

Mr. Tabasco asked why an officer from another company is not assigned to Hose 4.  Mayor 

Anlian stated each firehouse is its own entity. 

Mr. Tabasco stated the Ambulance Corps. has not been in operation for 2 years, the Rescue Squad 

did not roll to a fatal accident on Route 46 and currently there are 50 members of the Fire 

Department on a leave of absence. 

Mayor Anlian advised that the Fire Department is operating.   

Mr. Tabasco asked for confirmation that the Village purchased property from the Turnpike 

Authority. 

Mayor Anlian confirmed the Village did purchase the property and it was immediately sold to the 

Skymark developers, which was taken by the State. 

 

Tom Christiansen, resident, stated he was a member of Hose 1 and you don’t need an officer to 

take the truck out.   

Mayor Anlian advised you need 1 officer for a fire company to be active. 

 

Walter Richter, resident, stated he complained to the Property Maintenance Official regarding a 

sidewalk on 229 Teaneck Road.  2 months past and nothing was done and when he saw the 

official again and inquired, he was cursed at. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Anlian announces that the following business is considered to be routine in nature and will 

be enacted in one motion.  Any item may be removed for separate consideration.  
RESOLUTIONS: 

2024-06           Adopt Temporary Budget Appropriations for 2024 

2024-07           Approve Inter-local Services Agreement for Mutual Aid Plan and Rapid  

              Deployment Force 

2024-08 Appoint Historic Preservation Commission Members 

2024-09 Appoint Shade Tree Commission Members  

2024-10 Appoint Zoning Board of Adjustment Members 

2024-11 Appoint Planning Board Members 
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Motion by Commissioner Gerken, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill, that the consent agenda 

be approved. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson and Mayor Anlian voted “YEA”. 

Absent:  Commissioner Portorreal 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Resolution: 

2024-12 Authorize Closed Session Meeting  
 

On a motion by Mayor Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Gerken, the public portion of the 

meeting recessed in order to convene a Closed Session Executive Meeting permitted pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b (8) Personnel 
 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson and Mayor Anlian voted “YEA”. 

Absent:  Commissioner Portorreal 

 

The Board of Commissioners convened closed session at 8:10 p.m. 
 

On a motion by Mayor Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Gerken, the Board of Commissioners 

returned to open session at 8:37 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Commissioner Gerken, seconded by Mayor Anlian to adjourn. 
 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson and Mayor Anlian voted “YEA”. 

Absent:  Commissioner Portorreal 

 

Mayor Anlian adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/William G. Gerken_______ 

     Commissioner 

 

     /s/Adam A. MacNeill_______ 

     Commissioner 

 

     /s/Mark C. Olson    

    Commissioner 

 

     Abstain    

       Commissioner Portorreal 

 

     /s/ John H. Anlian             ___ 

     Mayor 

 

/s/Tara O’Grady      

Village Clerk 

Approved on January 23, 2024 



 


