
 

COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

RIDGEFIELD PARK 

December 8, 2020 

7:30 PM 

 

Mayor Anlian announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the “Open Public 

Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10 4-6 et seq.” notice of which was sent to the Record, and the Star Ledger 

on December 31, 2019 and was posted on the Municipal Website and Bulletin Board. 

 

Meeting venue change to Ridgefield Park High School Gym per legal ad published Dec. 4, 2020. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Those present were Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian in the 

chair. 

 

Also, present: Philip Boggia, Village Attorney; Joe Rella, Chief of Police and Tara O’Grady, 

Village Clerk 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The flag salute was led by Mayor Anlian. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Commissioner Portorreal, seconded by Commissioner MacNeill to approve the revised 

minutes of the Commissioners Regular Meeting of November 10, 2020. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted “YEA”. 

Abstain:  Commissioner Gerken 
 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Motion by Commissioner MacNeill, seconded by Commissioner Portorreal to approve the 

payment of bills in the amount of $3,785,935.30. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted 

“YEA”. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ridgefield Park Fire Department – Resignation 

 

Motion by Mayor Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Olson, the resignation of German Sanchez 

from the Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department was accepted with regret. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted 

“YEA”. 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

Installation of Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Officers – Due to COVID, the only 

officers to be sworn in publicly are the Chiefs. 

 

Mayor Anlian asked Chief Antola to give his annual report. 

 

Chief Antola advised the Fire Department responded to approximately 334 Service Calls.   

 

 



December 8, 2020 

 

 

Chief Antola thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for their continued support to the Fire 

Department.  He also thanked Tara O’Grady and her staff; Chief Rella, Lt. Hippe, Capt. Thibault 

and the entire Police Department; the Ambulance Corps; Chief Peter Danzo, Fire Marshal, and 

OEM Coordinator, Mike Lauer.  He thanked Superintendent Mike Monroe, Rich Flynn and the 

DPW employees and Francine Orovitz, Administrative Assistant.  He congratulated all the 

officers and chiefs. 

 

He thanked his Assistant Chiefs, the department, his friends and family, and his wife Kayla for all 

of their support.  

 

His recommendations to the Board of Commissioners for next year and the near future are as 

follows: 

 

1. Plan for replacement of aging portable radios 

2. Equipment and replacement timeframe outlined in long-term strategic plan presented     

to the Board of Commissioners on December 3, 2020. 

3.  Plan for replacement of Engine 3 and Truck 2 

Mayor Anlian administered the Oath of Office to Assistance Chief James VanDerTulip. 

 

Mayor Anlian administered the Oath of Office to Chief Antola. 

 

Mayor Anlian stated he has heard the oath many times – significant words.  The Constitution of 

the United States and the Constitution of New Jersey were adopted “under the authority of the 

people.”  Volunteers are truly the glue that keeps our community together.  The volunteers give a 

significant amount of time to the Village.  On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, thank you to 

you and the members of the department.   

 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

Commissioner Gerken advised the Pearl Harbor Observance took place last night.  Approximately 

20-25 people attended. 

 

Commissioner Olson advised the annual tree lighting took place on Sunday.  The tree sculpture is 

still in process – should be completed Monday. 

 

HEARING OF CITIZENS 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Anlian announces that the following business is considered to be routine in nature and will 

be enacted in one motion.  Any item may be removed for separate consideration.  

 
RESOLUTIONS: 

2020-155 Authorize Mayor to sign Mid-Bergen Regional Health Commission Agreement for 

Health Services 

2020-156 Authorize Shared Services Agreement with the County of Bergen regarding 

Coronavirus Equipment and Related Supplies 

2020-157 Appoint Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee Alternate 

 

 



December 8, 2020 

 

 

Motion by Commissioner Gerken, seconded by Commissioner Olson, that the consent agenda be 

approved. 

 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted 

“YEA”. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Resolution: 

2020-158 Authorize Closed Session Meeting 
 

On a motion by Commissioner Olson seconded by Commissioner Portorreal, the public portion of 

the meeting recessed in order to convene a Closed Session Executive Meeting permitted pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b (8) Personnel 
 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted 

“YEA”. 
 

The Board of Commissioners convened closed session at 8:15 p.m.  
 

On a motion by Commissioner Olson, seconded by Commissioner  

Portorreal, the Board of Commissioners returned to open session at 8:57 p.m. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Commissioner MacNeill, seconded by Commissioner Portorreal to adjourn. 
 

On roll call, Commissioners Gerken, MacNeill, Olson, Portorreal and Mayor Anlian voted 

“YEA”. 
 

Mayor Anlian adjourned the meeting at 8:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/William G. Gerken_______ 

     Commissioner 

 

     /s/Adam A. MacNeill_______ 

     Commissioner 

 

     /s/Mark C. Olson    

    Commissioner 

 

     /s/ Wanda C. Portorreal_____ 

/s/ Tara O’Grady     Commissioner 

Village Clerk 

Approved on January 26, 2021   /s/ John H. Anlian             ___ 

     Mayor 


