
COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
RIDGEFIELD PARK 

December 8, 2015 
7:30 PM 

 
Mayor Fosdick announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the “Open Public 
Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10 4-6 et seq.” notice of which was sent to the Record, and the Star 
Ledger on December 31, 2014 and was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Those present were Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick in the 
Chair. 
 
Also present Joseph Voytus, Village Attorney and Tara O’Grady, Village Clerk. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
The flag salute was led by Mayor Fosdick. Mayor Fosdick then asked for a moment of silent 
thought for the victims of the San Bernardino shooting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Commissioner Poli, seconded by Commissioner Boyd to approve the minutes of the 
Commissioners Regular Meeting of November 24, 2015. 

On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, and Poli voted “YEA”. 
Abstain:  Mayor Fosdick 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Poli to approve the payment of bills 
in the amount of $3,177,264.00. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
Installation of Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department Officers. 
 
Mayor Fosdick welcomed Rescue Squad Chief Shields, Bogota Fire Chiefs Brophy, Greiner, and 
Dimiouro, and Ron Jeffers, Photographer. 
 
Mayor Fosdick asked all Ex-Chiefs of the Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department to stand, 
state their name, and state their year(s) as Chief. 
 
Mayor Fosdick asked Chief Lauer to give his annual report. 
 
Chief Lauer advised the Fire Department responded to approximately 386 Service Calls and 
spent 13,713.3 hours on fire related work.  The Department bolstered its ranks by 12 new 
members. 
 
Chief Lauer thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for their continued support to the Fire 
Department.  He also thanked Tara O’Grady and her staff, Chief Rose and the RPPD staff, The 
Ambulance Corps, and Chief Shields and the Rescue Squad.  He thanked Alan O’Grady and the 
DPW, Doug Hansen and Francine Orovitz of the office of Emergency Management and Fire 
Prevention.  He thanked his Assistant Chiefs – Jimmy VanderTulip and John Malool. He thanked  
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his wife Maggie for all of her support.  Lastly, he thanked all the wives/significant others for 
their support. 
 
Mayor Fosdick asked all Ex-Chiefs of the Ridgefield Park Volunteer Fire Department to stand, 
state their name, and state their year(s) as Chief. 
 
Mayor Fosdick presented Assistant Chief John Malool his Ex-Chief Badges.   
 
Alex Vorhees certified the Fire Department Election results: 
Chief Michael Lauer 
Assistant Chief James VanDerTulip 
Assistant Chief John Antola Jr. 
President Michael Alberque 
Vice President Michele Lynn 
Secretary James Schmitt 
Treasurer Michael Alberque 
 
Mayor Fosdick announced the newly elected Lieutenants of the Volunteer Fire Department: 1st 
Lieutenants: William Graves, Michael Flynn, Donald Jump, Sylvan Mack, John O’Grady, 
William Lynn; 2nd Lieutenants: Peter Arciuolo, Wes Hudson, Thomas McGee, Ronald Wagner, 
Nicholas McCoy, and Michael Wood. 
 
Mrs. O’Grady administered the Oaths of Office to the Lieutenants. 
 
Mayor Fosdick then announced the newly elected Captains of the Volunteer Fire Department: 
Robert Stauffer, Thomas Wilson, Sean Byrnes, Richard Burke, Brian O’Grady, and Sean 
Rodriguez. 
 
Mrs. O’Grady administered the Oaths of Office to the Captains. 
 
Mayor Fosdick announced the newly elected Executive Officers; Michael Alberque, Michele 
Lynn, James Schmitt, and Michael Alberque 
 
Mrs. O’Grady administered the Oaths of Office to the Executive Officers. 
 
Mayor Fosdick announced the newly elected Assistant Fire Chief; John Antola Jr. 
 
Mrs. O’Grady administered the Oaths of Office to Assistant Chief Antola. 
 
Mayor Fosdick then announced the newly elected Assistant Fire Chief James VanDerTulip. 
 
Mrs. O’Grady administered the Oath of Office to Assistant Chief VanDerTulip. 
 
Mayor Fosdick then announced the newly elected Fire Chief Michael T. Lauer. 
 
Mayor Fosdick administered the Oath of Office to Chief Lauer. 
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Mayor Fosdick stated the Fire Department is the oldest civic organization in Ridgefield Park.  
The Department is made up of volunteers and built upon a great tradition.  The fire department 
continues to be highly rated.  The Village’s firefighters serve 365/24/7.  He commended Chief 
Lauer for his years of service and thanked all. 
 
RECESS 
Motion by Mayor Fosdick, seconded by Commissioner Anlian to recess for 10 minutes. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.  
 
The Board of Commissioners convened recess at 8:00 p.m.  
 
On a motion by Mayor Fosdick, seconded by Commissioner Anlian, the Board of 
Commissioners returned to open session at 8:10 p.m. 
 
COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 
Commissioner Boyd wished everyone Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas. 
 
Commissioner Poli reminded all the Ambulance Corps. will be holding their annual pictures 
with Santa on December 19th from 10am – 3pm. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
Wagdi Abdalla, resident, advised he read an article stating Rochelle Park has been prone to flood 
due to the Garden State Plaza development. He asked if this will happen to Ridgefield Park with 
the Eagle Nest development. 
 
Mayor Fosdick advised there will be no impact.  Commissioner Anlian added the project will not 
displace water or marsh lands that absorb water.  Commissioner Boyd stated the marsh lands will 
not be destroyed for this development. 
 
Thomas Blumenthal, resident, inquired if there are new people appointed to the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 
 
Commissioner MacNeill stated there are “newer” members that have been appointed over the 
past few years.  Commissioners MacNeill and Anlian will be meeting with the Historic 
Preservation Commission after the 1st of the year to discuss regulations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor Fosdick announces that the following business is considered to be routine in nature and 
will be enacted in one motion.  Any item may be removed for separate consideration.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
2015-146 Authorize Reappointment of Village Clerk 
2015-147 Authorize Tax Appeal Settlement – 199 & 205 Bergen Turnpike 
2015-148 Authorize Verizon Wireless to Use Existing Poles Within the Public Right-of-

Way 
2015-149 Approve 2016 Meeting Dates - Annual Meeting Notice  
2015-150 Appoint Village Attorney 
2015-151 Appoint Various Professional Services 
2015-152 Appoint Insurance Consultants 
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RESOLUTIONS-cont. 
2015-153 Appoint Appraisal Services 
2015-154 Appoint Qualified Purchasing Agent 
2015-155 Appoint Municipal Court Personnel 
2015-156 Appoint Construction Board of Appeals Member 
2015-157 Appoint Emergency Management Council 
2015-158 Appoint Environmental Commission Members 
2015-159 Appoint Fire Inspectors 
2015-160 Appoint Administrator of Grants 
2015-161 Appoint Board of Health Members 
2015-162 Appoint Historic Preservation Committee Members 
2015-163 Appoint Library Board Member 
2015-164 Appoint Local Assistance Board Member 
2015-165 Appoint Planning Board Members 
2015-166 Appoint Pool Commission Members 
2015-167 Appoint Rent Stabilization Board Representatives 
2015-168 Appoint Registrar Personnel 
2015-169 Appoint Representative to Southeast Senior Center 
2015-170 Appoint Shade Tree Commission Members 
2015-171 Appoint Zoning Board Members 
2015-172 Designate Official Depositories of the Village 
2015-173 Designate Official Newspapers of the Village 
2015-174 Designate Signatories for Banking Purposes 
2015-175 Authorize Establishment of Petty Cash Funds 
2015-176 Award Contract for DPW Pickup Truck 
 
Motion by Commissioner MacNeill, seconded by Commissioner Anlian, that the Consent 
Agenda be approved.   
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
ORDINANCE PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTIONS 
2015-08 AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK, COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 5 OF THE VILLAGE CODE TO ESTABLISH THE POSITION OF 
PURCHASING AGENT FOR THE VILLAGE 

 
The clerk presented affidavit of publication, showing that advertisement had been made according 
to law, which was ordered filed.  Commissioner Boyd moved a public hearing be held on the 
ordinance and was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill.  So ordered.  Commissioner Boyd read 
the ordinance by title on second reading.  Commissioner Boyd then announced that all interested 
parties would now be given opportunity to be heard for or against the adoption of the ordinance. 
 
After ample opportunity was given, no interested parties commented on the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Boyd moved the ordinance be adopted on second reading and final passage, which 
motion was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill and adopted upon a call of the roll. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.  
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2015-09 AN ORDINANCE FIXING COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK 
FOR THE YEAR 2015 
 

The clerk presented affidavit of publication, showing that advertisement had been made according 
to law, which was ordered filed.  Commissioner Boyd moved a public hearing be held on the 
ordinance and was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill.  So ordered.  Commissioner Boyd read 
the ordinance by title on second reading.  Commissioner Boyd then announced that all interested 
parties would now be given opportunity to be heard for or against the adoption of the ordinance. 
 
After ample opportunity was given, no interested parties commented on the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Boyd moved the ordinance be adopted on second reading and final passage, which 
motion was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill and adopted upon a call of the roll. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”.  
 
 
2015-10 CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE MAKING OF 
VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO THE JOHN B. DAVIS MUNICIPAL POOL 
IN, BY AND FOR THE SWIM POOL UTILITY OF THE VILLAGE, 
APPROPRIATING THEREFOR THE SUM OF $70,000 AND PROVIDING 
THAT SUCH SUM SO APPROPRIATED SHALL BE RAISED FROM THE 
VILLAGE'S RESERVE FROM SALE OF MUNICIPAL ASSETS. 

 
The clerk presented affidavit of publication, showing that advertisement had been made according 
to law, which was ordered filed.  Commissioner Boyd moved a public hearing be held on the 
ordinance and was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill.  So ordered.  Commissioner Boyd read 
the ordinance by title on second reading.  Commissioner Boyd then announced that all interested 
parties would now be given opportunity to be heard for or against the adoption of the ordinance. 
 
After ample opportunity was given, no interested parties commented on the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Boyd moved the ordinance be adopted on second reading and final passage, which 
motion was seconded by Commissioner MacNeill and adopted upon a call of the roll. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS 
2015-11 AN ORDINANCE REVISING COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS & 

EMPLOYEES OF THE VILLAGE OF RIDGEFIELD PARK FOR THE YEAR 
2015 

 
Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be given its first reading.  So ordered.  
 
Commissioner MacNeill read the said ordinance by title.   
 
Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, published in the Record 
Newspaper and posted on the Village Bulletin Board by the Village Clerk. The public hearing will 
be held on December 22, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.   
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Motion was seconded by Commissioner Anlian. 
 
On roll call Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli, and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
2015-12 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL 

AGREEMENT AUTHORIZING A TAX EXEMPTION AND PAYMENT IN 
LIEU OF TAXES PROGRAM FOR EAGLE NEST DEVELOPMENT URBAN 
RENEWAL, LLC FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT LOCATED IN THE “SKYMARK” REDEVELOPMENT AREA 

 
Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be given its first reading.  So ordered.  
 
Commissioner MacNeill read the said ordinance by title.   
 
Commissioner MacNeill moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, published in the Record 
Newspaper and posted on the Village Bulletin Board by the Village Clerk. The public hearing will 
be held on December 22, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Commissioner Anlian, seconded by Commissioner Poli, that the meeting be 
adjourned. 
 
On roll call, Commissioners Anlian, Boyd, MacNeill, Poli and Mayor Fosdick voted “YEA”. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 

 
/s/John H. Anlian_________   

 Commissioner 

     Absent      
    Commissioner Boyd 

     /s/Adam A. MacNeill    
    Commissioner 

     /s/ Hugo R. Poli___________ 
     Commissioner 
 
/s/ Tara O’Grady     /s/ George D. Fosdick______ 
Village Clerk     Mayor 
Approved on December 22, 2015 

 


